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SOURCE Why am there today?
- ’ ’ * Talk about the importance and benefits of source water
WA E R " protection and the challenges we are facing in providing

Protection

safe drinking water

* Introduce you to a new toolkit that compiles solutions to
those challenges

« Suggest what you can do as an elected official to continue to
support source water protection

LARRATT
AQUATIC

The Okanagan Basin Water Board Meet the Directors

* Founded more than 50 years ago

* Focus on projects and programs that benefit
the Okanagan watershed as a whole
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Source water protection —

S . Challenges
what it is and why it matters ... g
* Multi-use watersheds = many
* Source water protection is the safeguarding of the quality and players, many sources of
quantity of drinking water sources (rivers, streams, lakes, reservoirs, contamination
springs, groundwater) and their contributing areas * Land development = more
« Source water protection is the first barrier in the multi-barrier :nmfﬁfr;ﬂgf‘ble surfaces, less

‘source-to-tap’ approach to minimize impacts to human health

- . . * Climate change = more
* Drinking water sources can be easily contaminated and long-term

frequent landslides and

issues can develop that are costly or even impossible to remediate erosion, flooding, increased
* Source water protection also delivers cumulative socio-economic runoff, wildfire
benefits and ecological services * Complicated legislative

framework = conflicting
mandates, gaps in authority
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Water governance in BC involves 23 pieces of s
legislation i
Key legislation are in white lettering
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Drinking Water Protection Act The toolkit supports an informed, coordinated, and
. . collaborative approach to source water protection
* Conditions on Permit:
: v Clarifi i i -
> Interior Health « Source Water Assessment Clar|f|.e5 the source protection planning process — saves water
Haakh Presacion ) suppliers TIME and MONEY and makes regulators happy
R * Delineate water source
ATl T « Identify the hazards v' Compiles and delivers best practices
* Assess the risk v’ Enables communities to draw on successes and lessons
« Recommend actions Iearned Of Others
* Response Plan_ v' Helps communities understand and use their jurisdiction to
* Develop and implement a plan to
reduce risk protect water sources
v Teaches communities how to build awareness and gain
support (political and public)
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<0 PART 1: ROADMAP TO SOURCE WATER PROTECTION

@ ParT 2 THE ToOLS

’ PART 3: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND RESOURCES

Key Messages

Acknowledgements

INTRODUCTION

Clean water — essential and inreplaceable

STEP 1. Partner
STEP 2. Assess
STEP 3. Plan

stepa.
STEP 5. Evaluate

T00L 1. Collaboration
T00L 2. Funding
TOGL 3. Policies, plans. and bylaws.

T0OL 4. Education and engagement

TOGL 5. Natural assets and green infrastructure.
TOOL 6. Emergency preparedness and response
T0QL 7. Mapping

T0GL 8. Monitoring and reporting

31 Regulatory framework
3.2 Economic benefits of source water protestion

3.3 Common theeats to drinking water and how 1o avescome them
34 Uselul links

5 Templates

www.sourcewaterprotectiontoolkit.ca

SOURCE
plATER

13

14

https://sourcewaterprote

ctiontoolkit.ca/#templates

Templates

e
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ROADMAP TO SOURCE PRt

BRING PARTNERS

i Technical advisory commitfee

COMPLETE A SOURCE
WATER ASSESSMENT

SOURCE PROTECTION PLAN

e 2

COMPLETE & RESPONSE
PLAN

CARRY OUT THE
RESPONSE PLAN

REVIEW AND REVISE THE
SOURCE PROTECTION
PLAN

COLLABORATION

FURDING

POLICIES, PLANS AND
YLAWS

EDUCATION AND
ENGAGEMENT

NATURAL ASSETS AND
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS AND
RESPONSE

MAPPING

MONITORING AND.
REPORTING

15

16

Technical advisory committee

* Provincial ministries, First Nations,
neighbouring water suppliers, health
agencies, academia, industry &
business sectors, conservation
groups, recreation clubs

* Keys to success:

v’ Terms of reference

v’ Tangible actions and
deliverables

v’ Accountability and long-term
commitment

v’ Regular meetings

v’ Strong coordination

Okanagan Water Stewardship Council Position Paper
https://www.obwb.ca/newsite/wp-content/uploads/Position Paper WSC SPC FINAL.pdf

Recommendations for action by the OBWB

* Request that the province prepare a progress report on source water
protection in BC that includes status of governance, plans, actions
and timelines for full implementation of Water Sustainability Act and

Drinking Water Protection Act

* Acknowledge Indigenous values and commitments to UNDRIP in

source water protection planning

* Advocate for a lead water agency within the province to coordinate

governance and hold authority

* Request dedicated resources to support source water protection

planning in the Okanagan
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— WEBINAR SERIES
What can you do as an elected official? s
Oct. 27
* Understand why source protection is important and have basic knowledge Nov. 3
of water quality and quantity concepts :“- 1_°,
ov. 1’
* Understand water governance, roles and responsibilities Nov. 24
* Understand why it is essential to engage with other levels of government E:zl;
and stakeholders Dec.15
* Continue to support staff when they are working on source protection A- —
initiatives
«* AGLG Perspectives Series Dec 2018 — Considerations for Local * 33 speakers over 9 weeks

Government Elected Officials Primer on Drinking Water Management in .
British Columbia * Webinars recorded and posted at

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/facts- WWW-SOUrCeWaterprOtECtiOntOolkit.Ca/WebinarS
framework/aglg/aglg primer drinking water management booklet.pdf
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www.sourcewaterprotectiontoolkit.ca
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