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Regular Council Meeting

 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024, 7:00 p.m.

Council Chambers/Video Conference

10150 Bottom Wood Lake Road

Lake Country, British Columbia V4V 2M1
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1. Call to Order
We acknowledge that we are conducting our business today on the unceded territory of
squilx”/syilx (Okanagan) peoples. As a Council, we recognize the importance of doing our best
to build respectful relationships that contribute to stewarding the land and waters in the
community with integrity and consideration for future generations.

2. Adoption of Agenda
Recommendation
THAT the Regular Council Meeting Agenda of March 19, 2024 be adopted.

3. Adoption of Minutes

3.1 Special Council Meeting Minutes of February 27, 2024 4

Recommendation
THAT the Special Council Meeting Minutes of February 27, 2024 be adopted.

3.2 Regular Council Meeting Minutes of March 5, 2024 7

Recommendation
THAT the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of March 5, 2024 be adopted.

4. Report from Mayor

4.1 Regional District of Central Okanagan Board Report of March 14, 2024 11

4.2 Okanagan Basin Water Board Report of March 6, 2024 12

5. Announcements
Bring the whole family and join your friends and neighbours for the annual Easter Egg Hunt at
Jack Seaton Park (1950 Camp Rd) on Friday March 29!  Egg Hunt sign-up begins at 10:00 a.m.

6. Delegations and Petitions

6.1 Okanagan Regional Library 13
Danielle Hubbard, CEO

7. Bylaws following a Public Hearing (No Public Comment)

8. Bylaws for Adoption

8.1 Bylaw 1220, 2024 2024-2028 Financial Plan 22



For adoption.

Recommendation
THAT 2024-2028 Financial Plan Bylaw 1220, 2024 be adopted.

9. Public Comment (For items not included on the Agenda)

10. Development-Related Applications (Public Comment)

11. Development-Related Applications (No Public Comment)

11.1 Development Permit | DP000802 | 1660 Highway 97 26
Development Permit with Variance for 76 Rental Tenure Townhouse Units

Recommendation
THAT Development Permit DP000802 (Attachment D to the Report to Council dated
March 19, 2024) for property at 10660 Highway 97 (Roll 1151800; PID 012-592-641)
to allow for a multiple unit development be approved.

11.2 Amendments to Official Community Plan (2018-2038) Bylaw 1065, 2018 64
Amendments include expansion of DP Area exemptions, consolidate certain DP
Areas, and clarification of OCP Terminology

Recommendation
THAT OCP Amendment (DP Exemptions) Bylaw 1225, 2024 be read a first and second
time;
AND THAT prior to Public Hearing, the required external consultation be conducted,
in accordance with Sections 475 of the Local Government Act.

11.3 Development Approval Procedures Discussion 85
Report to be distributed

Discussion on Delegation Authority and Minor Development Variances

Recommendation
THAT staff be directed to prepare amendments to the Development Procedures
Bylaw, 1133, 2023 at the next available meeting.

12. Non-Development Related Reports

12.1 Additional UBCM CRI FireSmart Grant Funding Application for 2024 89
Request for Council Decision to support the additional UBCM CRI-FCFS Grant Funding
Application of $100,000 for 2024

Recommendation
THAT an application to the UBCM Community Resiliency Investment - Fire Smart
Community Funding for an additional $100,000 in 2024 for FireSmart related
programs and services, be supported;
AND THAT pending approval of the additional $100,000 grant, staff be directed to
amend the 2024 Financial Plan and administer the grant;
AND THAT the District be responsible for providing overall management of the grant.

12.2 EMCR Contribution Agreement 99
$40,000 EMCR grant for First Nations consultation required under the new BC
Emergency and Disaster Management Act.

Recommendation
THAT the Mayor and CAO be authorized to sign the EMCR Contribution Agreement;
AND THAT the 2024 Financial  Plan be amended to include the grant  amount of
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$40,000;
AND THAT staff be authorized administer the EMCR grant on behalf of the District of
Lake Country.

13. Report from In Camera

14. Council Committees

14.1 Public Art Advisory Commission Draft Meeting Minutes of March 4, 2024 105

15. Information Items

15.1 Board of Education Meeting Highlights of February 28, 2024 109

16. Mission Statement 112

17. Councillor Items

18. Adjournment
 

 

posted March 15, 2024
Reyna Seabrook, Corporate Officer
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Minutes 

Special Council Meeting 

 
February 27, 2024, 5:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers/Video Conference 
10150 Bottom Wood Lake Road 

Lake Country, British Columbia V4V 2M1 
 
Council Present: Mayor Blair Ireland 
 Councillor Tricia Brett 
 Councillor Heather Irvine 
 Councillor Michael Lewis 
 Councillor Todd McKenzie 
 Councillor Bib Patel 
 Councillor Cara Reed 
  
Staff Present: Paul Gipps, Chief Administrative Officer 
 Greg Buchholz, Director of Utilities 
 Trevor James, Chief Financial Officer 
 Jared Kassel, Director of Planning and Development 
 Darren Lee, Fire Chief 
 Matthew Salmon, Director of Engineering & Environmental Services 
 Reyna Seabrook, Director of Corporate Services 
 Matt Vader, Director of Parks, Recreation & Culture 
 Shaun Lesowski, Parks and Facilities Manager 
 Scott Unser, Public Works Manager 
 Richard Wagner, Manager of Finance 
 Kiel Wilkie, Utility Manager 
 Ruth Sulentich, Economic Development and Public Engagement Specialist 
 Travis Tonn, Support Analyst 
 Makayla Ablitt, Legislative Technical Clerk 
  
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Call to Order 

We acknowledge that we are conducting our business today on the unceded territory of 
squilx”/syilx (Okanagan) peoples. As a Council, we recognize the importance of doing our best to 
build respectful relationships that contribute to stewarding the land and waters in the 
community with integrity and consideration for future generations. 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:01p.m.  

2. Adoption of Agenda  
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2024-02-045 It was moved and seconded 

THAT the Special Council Meeting Agenda of February 27, 2024 be adopted. 

Carried. 
 

3. Budget 2nd and 3rd Reading 

2024-2028 Financial Plan 

2024-02-046 It was moved and seconded 

THAT the 2024-2028 Financial Plan Bylaw 1220, 2024 be amended as follows: 

1. Increase Capital Budget Request 24010 – Pretty Road Improvements by $100,000 from 
Water capital Reserves (total project budget $2,100,000) 

2. Lake Country Health – Operating Grant Request for $25,000 be funded on a one-time 
basis through capital reserves (General Fund Surplus) thereby reducing taxation by 
0.125% 

AND THAT the 2024-2028 Financial Plan Bylaw 1220, 2024 be read a second and third 
time as amended; 
AND THAT the Capital Carryforwards 2023 to 2024 ($14,661,143) projects, attached to 
the report from the Chief Financial Officer dated February 27, 2024, be carried over from 
2023 to 2024 to allow expenditure in the 2024-2028 Financial Plan. 

Main Motion Carried as Amended. 
 

Amendment: 
2024-02-047 It was moved and seconded 

THAT the main motion be amended by adding amendment item 3 as follows: 

3. THAT Interest earned during 2023 from the Growing Communities Fund be used to 
fund a portion of 2024 Fire capital projects and that the reserve contribution increase 
required to fund the 25-Year Fire Department Asset Management Plan to the Fire 
Facilities & Equipment Reserve be reduced from $100,000 to $75,000, thereby reduction 
taxation by 0.125%. 

Amendment to Main Motion Carried. 

The main motion as amended reads as follows: 

THAT the 2024-2028 Financial Plan Bylaw 1220, 2024 be amended as follows: 

1. Increase Capital Budget Request 24010 – Pretty Road Improvements by $100,000 
from Water capital Reserves (total project budget $2,100,000) 

2. Lake Country Health – Operating Grant Request for $25,000 be funded on a one-
time basis through capital reserves (General Fund Surplus) thereby reducing 
taxation by 0.125% 

3. Interest earned during 2023 from the Growing Communities Fund be used to fund a 
portion of 2024 Fire capital projects and that the reserve contribution increase 
required to fund the 25-Year Fire Department Asset Management Plan to the Fire 
Facilities & Equipment Reserve be reduced from $100,000 to $75,000, thereby 
reduction taxation by 0.125%. 
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AND THAT the 2024-2028 Financial Plan Bylaw 1220, 2024 be read a second and third 
time as amended; 
AND THAT the Capital Carryforwards 2023 to 2024 ($14,661,143) projects, attached to 
the report from the Chief Financial Officer dated February 27, 2024, be carried over from 
2023 to 2024 to allow expenditure in the 2024-2028 Financial Plan. 

4. Revenue Anticipation Bylaw 

To consider a bylaw that permits temporary borrowing to meet current lawful expenditures 

2024-02-048 It was moved and seconded 

THAT Revenue Anticipation Borrowing Bylaw 1224, 2024 be read a first, second and third 
time. 

Carried. 
 

5. Adjournment 

The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 7:02p.m. 

 
 

   

Mayor, Blair Ireland  Corporate Officer, Reyna Seabrook 
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Minutes 

Regular Council Meeting 

 
March 5, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers/Video Conference 
10150 Bottom Wood Lake Road 

Lake Country, British Columbia V4V 2M1 
 
Council Present: Mayor Blair Ireland 
 Councillor Tricia Brett 
 Councillor Heather Irvine 
 Councillor Michael Lewis 
 Councillor Todd McKenzie 
 Councillor Bib Patel 
 Councillor Cara Reed, electronically 
  
Staff Present: Paul Gipps, Chief Administrative Officer 
 Greg Buchholz, Director of Utilities 
 Trevor James, Chief Financial Officer 
 Jared Kassel, Director of Planning and Development 
 Darren Lee, Fire Chief 
 Matthew Salmon, Director of Engineering & Environmental Services 
 Reyna Seabrook, Director of Corporate Services 
 Matt Vader, Director of Parks, Recreation & Culture 
 Kiel Wilkie, Utility Manager 
 Steven Gubbels, Manager of Development 
 Mike Mitchell, Utility Superintendent 
 James Robertson, Land Agent 
 Makayla Ablitt, Legislative Technical Clerk 
  

____ 

 

1. Call to Order 

We acknowledge that we are conducting our business today on the unceded territory of 
squilx”/syilx (Okanagan) peoples. As a Council, we recognize the importance of doing our best to 
build respectful relationships that contribute to stewarding the land and waters in the 
community with integrity and consideration for future generations. 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  

2. Adoption of Agenda  

2024-03-049 It was moved and seconded 
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THAT the Regular Council Meeting Agenda of March 5, 2024 be adopted. 

Carried. 
 

3. Adoption of Minutes 

3.1 Regular Council Meeting Minutes of February 20, 2024 

2024-03-050 It was moved and seconded 

THAT the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of February 20, 2024 be adopted. 

Carried. 
 

4. Report from Mayor 

4.1 Regional District of Central Okanagan Board Report of February 22, 2024 

5. Announcements 

The Lake Country Indoor Children’s Festival offers fun entertainment and activities for the whole 
family Saturday, March 9th (11am-3pm) with admission by donation. 

The 2024 Spring/Summer Activity Guide is now out in the mailboxes and available online with 
registration opening this Friday, March 8th. 

Longterm member of the community, Susumu Taiji, passed away at the age of 98.  Born in 1926 
in Okanagan Centre.  He graduated from Oyama Highschool, and often caught a ride there with 
George Elliot.  He was a founding member of the Winfield Fire Department Serving as Company 
Captain and Fire Chief.  President of the Winfield Curling Club and instrumental in the formation 
of Winfield and District Minor Hockey Association.  He has 17 great-grandchildren in the 
community. 

6. Delegations and Petitions 

7. Bylaws following a Public Hearing (No Public Comment) 

8. Bylaws for Adoption 

8.1 Revenue Anticipation Bylaw 1224, 2024 

For adoption. 

2024-03-051 It was moved and seconded 

THAT Revenue Anticipation Bylaw 1224, 2024 be adopted. 

Carried. 
 

9. Public Comment (For items not included on the Agenda) 

Paul Partlo | Moberly Road  
Mr. Partlo addressed Council regarding their development permit application process and 
expressed his wish for changes in the near future. 

10. Development-Related Applications (Public Comment) 

11. Development-Related Applications (No Public Comment) 
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12. Non-Development Related Reports 

12.1 Crown Land Tenue and Section 11 Application for Waterside Park 

Crown Land Tenure – Waterside Park 

2024-03-052 It was moved and seconded 

THAT staff be directed to apply for a Crown Land Tenure/Licence of Occupation 
for the area of foreshore, known as Waterside Park located at 1787 B Lakestone 
Drive, inclusive of the footprint of the public dock and swim bay, extending into 
Okanagan Lake for an area of 40 m2 fronting District-owned land for the 
purposes of community recreation. 

Carried. 
 

12.2 Licence of Occupation | LA2024-003 | Okanagan Lake Foreshore Road Ends (Carr's 
Landing) 

To renew a Province of BC Licence of Occupation for foreshore Road Ends along 
Okanagan Lake 

2024-03-053 It was moved and seconded 

THAT staff be authorized to enter into a Licence of Occupation with the Province 
of BC for a term of thirty (30) years (expiring October 1, 2049) for the public 
recreational purposes of Crown foreshore legally described as:  

All that unsurveyed Crown foreshore being part of the bed of Okanagan Lake 
and fronting on roads within Sections 8 and 5 Township 14 and Sections 32 and 
29, Township 20, Osoyoos Division Yale District, containing 3.7445 hectares, 
more or less 

and 

All that unsurveyed Crown foreshore being part of the bed of Okanagan Lake 
and fronting on roads within Sections 20, 17 and 8, Township 14, Osoyoos 
Division Yale District, containing 11.9995 hectares, more or less containing a 
total of 15.744 hectares more or less for the purposes of public recreation 

AND THAT the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) and Corporate Officer be 
authorized to sign all documents required to enter into the Licence of 
Occupation.   

Carried. 
 

13. Report from In Camera 

14. Council Committees 

14.1 Agricultural Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of November 20, 2023  

14.2 Draft Agricultural Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of February 12, 2024 

15. Information Items 

15.1 Board of Education Meeting Highlights of February 14, 2024 
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16. Mission Statement 

17. Councillor Items 

Councillor Lewis reminded the community that cannabis can be extremely toxic to dogs and to 
clean up appropriately after their use.  

Councillor Patel echoed Councillor Lewis' comments regarding cannabis.  He encouraged the 
community to go outside and meet their neighbors with the warmer weather. 

Councillor Brett noted that the Lake Country Farmers Institute put on a great event where 
experts spoke about water use from an agricultural perspective, and some tools that the water 
sustainability project is using to help farmers.  A take home message she received was; we are all 
in this together, there is a limited amount of water available and we all need to use is 
appropriately.  She acknowledged International Women’s Day on Friday March 8th, and her 
fellow female Councillors.  She thanked Sergeant Collins for his response to her mention of 
speeding in Lake Country. 

Councillor McKenzie reminded the community Saturday March 9th is the Oceola Fish and Game 
Club banquet. 

Councillor Irvine echoed Councillor McKenzie's comments regarding the Oceola Fish and Game 
Club banquet and noted the summer/spring activity guide is out now.  She announced the green 
bins start tomorrow for most areas. 

Mayor Ireland reminded the community to give pedestrians space and to not speed and to give 
walkers and riders the room they deserve. 

Councillor Reed echoed comments from Mayor Ireland regarding speeding and noted how much 
the Oceola Fish and Game Club does for the community.  She acknowledge the passing of 
community member Dora Brassard, who was 103.  

18. Adjournment 

The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 7:33 p.m. 

 
 

   

Mayor, Blair Ireland  Corporate Officer, Reyna Seabrook 

   

 



 

 
The Board Report is published after each regular meeting of the Board of the Regional District of Central Okanagan. 
The Regional Board meets twice a month in regular session in the Woodhaven Boardroom at the Regional District office, 1450 KLO Road.  

The public is welcome to attend. 

 
For copies of this publication or more information contact  RDCO Communications  

  250-469-6339 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

Highlights of the Regional Board meeting – March 14, 2024  
 

 

2024-2028 Five-Year Financial Plan adopted  

The Regional Board gave first, second and third 
readings and adopted the Regional District 
2024-2028 Five-Year Financial Plan Bylaw No. 
1543. The detailed financial plan and 
background on the financial planning process 
can be found at yoursay.rdco.com. 

 

Zoning Amendment Bylaw No.871-285 – 
Corrugated metal fencing  
Following approval by the Ministry of 
Transportation & Infrastructure, the Regional 
Board adopted an amendment to Zoning Bylaw 
No. 871 to permit the use of finished corrugated 
metal for fencing, provided that exposed edges 
are capped or framed with other materials.  

 

Fire Services review recommendation   
The Regional Board received an update on the 
RDCO Fire Service Review recommendations. 
The update included an assessment of the 
recommendations from high to low priority and 
identified areas where multiple 
recommendations align and would be 
considered and actioned together. Regular 
updates on the activities related to the Service 
Review recommendations will be provided to the 
Board through strategic priorities reporting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Excluded Salary Administration Policy 8.11 
The Regional Board approved changing the 
performance review timeline in the Excluded 
Salary Administration Policy 8.11 from July to 
January to align with the fiscal year of January 
to December. 

 

Regional Board meetings  
Regional District office – 1450 KLO Road, 
Kelowna (Woodhaven Boardroom)  

• Thursday, March 28 – 8:30 a.m.   
• Thursday, April 11  – 8:30 a.m.   
• Thursday, April 25 – 8:30 a.m.  

 
A live stream video link will be available for each 
meeting in the Upcoming Meeting agenda 
section of rdco.com/agenda. When available, a 
link to the Video recording will be posted in the 
Past Meetings section for the individual meeting 
date.   

 

Stay informed about the Regional District   

Sign up at rdco.com/subscribe for customized 
news and information from the Regional District. 
 
Follow RDCO projects at yoursay.rdco.com.  

The Board Reports 
Regional District of Central Okanagan 

1450 KLO Rd., Kelowna, BC, V1W 3Z4 
Phone: 250-763-4918  

rdco.com 
facebook.com/regionaldistrict 

info@rdco.com 

https://pub-rdco.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=fb9c372b-4fb8-44f0-8e4c-452b32dcf2d6&Agenda=Agenda&lang=English&Item=18&Tab=attachments
https://yoursay.rdco.com/
https://pub-rdco.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=fb9c372b-4fb8-44f0-8e4c-452b32dcf2d6&Agenda=Agenda&lang=English&Item=16&Tab=attachments
https://pub-rdco.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=fb9c372b-4fb8-44f0-8e4c-452b32dcf2d6&Agenda=Agenda&lang=English&Item=16&Tab=attachments
https://pub-rdco.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=fb9c372b-4fb8-44f0-8e4c-452b32dcf2d6&Agenda=Agenda&lang=English&Item=17&Tab=attachments
https://pub-rdco.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=12613
https://pub-rdco.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=12613
https://pub-rdco.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=fb9c372b-4fb8-44f0-8e4c-452b32dcf2d6&Agenda=Agenda&lang=English&Item=20&Tab=attachments
https://pub-rdco.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=12546
https://pub-rdco.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=12546
https://www.rdco.com/en/your-government/agendas-and-minutes.aspx#2022-Meeting-dates
https://www.rdco.com/en/your-government/agendas-and-minutes.aspx?_mid_=39624
https://subscribe.rdco.com/subscribe
https://yoursay.rdco.com/
http://www.rdco.com/
http://www.facebook.com/regionaldistrict
mailto:info@rdco.com


For more information, please visit: www.OBWB.ca  

 

OBWB Directors 
 

Blair  Ireland - Chair, 

Regional District of Central 

Okanagan 
 

Doug Holmes - Vice-Chair, 

Regional District of Okanagan-

Similkameen 

 

Victor Cumming, Regional  

District of North Okanagan  
 

Rick Fairbairn, Regional     

District of North Okanagan 
 

Christine Fraser, Regional  

District of North Okanagan 

 

Wayne Carson, Regional  

District of Central Okanagan 
 

Charlie Hodge, Regional     

District of Central Okanagan 
 

Rick Knodel, Regional District 

of Okanagan-Similkameen 
 

Sue McKortoff - Chair,  

Regional District of Okanagan-

Similkameen 
 

Tim Lezard, Okanagan Nation 

Alliance  
 

Bob Hrasko, Water Supply     

Association of B.C. 
 

Jeremy Fyke, Water  

Stewardship Council 

The next regular meeting of the 

OBWB will be Tuesday, April 2, 

2024 at the Regional District of  

North Okanagan. 

           BOARD REPORT: March 6, 2024 

 

 
 

Okanagan Basin Water Board Meeting Highlights 

 Board receives invasive mussel outreach update: Okanagan and Similkameen 

Invasive Species Society (OASISS)’s executive director Lisa Scott presented to the 

board on 2023 invasive mussel outreach efforts.  The OBWB provides OASISS 

funds to extend outreach of its Don’t Move A Mussel (DMM) campaign to water 

recreationists, retailers, yacht clubs and others. OASISS provided DMM materials to 

178 businesses, interacted with about 3,360 people at boat launches, community 

events and youth camps, and surveyed 1,237 watercraft users. They also collected 

131 water samples from five lakes. Test results came back showing no mussels 

detected. 

Directors updated on expanding invasive mussel prevention efforts: The board 

was updated on plans for the first meeting of the Okanagan-Interior Invasive 

Mussel Working Group on March 8. Expected attendees include representatives 

from provincial and local governments, chambers of commerce, tourism, marinas, 

watershed groups and others. Participants will discuss what more can be done to 

prevent zebra and quagga mussels from arriving in the B.C. Interior, how to stop 

their spread should they arrive, and how to prepare for their potential arrival. About 

100 people from the Thompson-Okanagan and Columbia-Shuswap regions are 

registered. The board also received a new map showing mussel vulnerability in the 

Okanagan based on water chemistry. The new map will help direct resources to at-

risk areas. And, the board received letters from six organizations supporting the 

OBWB’s call on a temporary boat moratorium, pull-the-plug legislation, and 

increased federal funding support for B.C.’s inspection stations.  

New amphibious milfoil harvester currently in transit: The OBWB’s new harvester is 

scheduled to arrive at the Port of Montreal in early March and is expected to be 

delivered to Vernon by the end of the month. The Water Board is planning to host a 

public event in June to officially showcase and launch the machine once harvesting 

season begins. Stay tuned. 

OBWB’s 2023 conservation efforts reviewed with eye to 2024: The board 

received a report on its 2023 Make Water Work outdoor residential water 

conservation campaign. Highlights included two new garden centre partners in the 

valley, advertising on billboards, TV, radio and social media, wrapped vehicles and 

more. In all, the campaign delivered more than 6.7 million views. With a budget of 

$52,670 and in-kind support, staff delivered a campaign worth $77,867. The 

report will help inform Make Water Work 2024. A new communications piece for 

agricultural water users was also shared with the board. It is available at https://

tinyurl.com/yh64uzu7. And, the OBWB has been supporting the Province of B.C. in 

promoting its “Decoding Drought” community workshops aimed at answering 

questions ahead of another potential drought year. The next provincial workshop is 

March 9, 9:30-11:30 a.m. at Beasley Hall in Lake Country. Find more information 

at https://tinyurl.com/decoding-drought.  
Stay connected!  Follow us on 

 

https://www.obwb.ca/
http://www.dontmoveamussel.ca/home
https://www.makewaterwork.ca/
https://tinyurl.com/yh64uzu7
https://tinyurl.com/yh64uzu7
https://tinyurl.com/decoding-drought
https://www.instagram.com/okanagan_waterwise/
https://www.youtube.com/OkanaganWaterWise
https://www.linkedin.com/company/okanagan-basin-water-board/
https://www.facebook.com/OkWaterWise/
https://twitter.com/okwaterwise?lang=en
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DISTRICT OF LAKE COUNTRY 
 

BYLAW 1220 
 

 
A BYLAW TO ADOPT A FINANCIAL PLAN FOR THE YEARS 2024 - 2028 

 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 165 of the Community Charter, Council shall, before the 15th day 
of May in each year, before the annual property tax bylaw is adopted, adopt a financial plan;  
 
The Council of the District of Lake Country, in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 

 
1. This Bylaw may be cited for all purposes as “2024-2028 Financial Plan Bylaw 1220, 2024.”  
 
2. The schedules marked as Schedule A and B attached hereto, and forming part of this bylaw, 

are hereby declared to be the Financial Plan for the District of Lake Country for the period 
January 1, 2024 to December 31, 2028. 

 
 
READ A FIRST TIME this 19th day of December, 2023. 
READ A SECOND TIME this 27th day of February, 2024. 
READ A THIRD TIME this 27th day of February, 2024. 
 
ADOPTED this _____ day of _________, 2024. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Corporate Officer 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



  

  

 

   Schedule "A" attached to 
   2024-2028 Financial Plan 
   Bylaw 1220, 2024 

 
 

2024 
 

2025 
 

2026 2027 2028 

Revenue    

Property Taxes (22,523,529) (23,860,521) (25,039,376) (26,277,470) (27,314,658) 

Parcel Taxes (2,365,855) (2,420,132) (2,475,781) (2,532,836) (2,591,335) 

Fees and Charges (12,071,410) (12,841,522) (13,659,932) (14,457,689) (15,322,404) 

Other Revenue (12,642,946) (8,156,646) (8,280,183) (8,406,306) (8,535,072) 

Transfer from DCC Reserves (4,240,170) (627,017) (627,017) (627,017) (627,017) 

Total Revenue (53,843,910) (47,905,838) (50,082,289) (52,301,318) (54,390,486) 

 

 

Expenses 

   

General Government Services 4,863,754 4,741,510 4,876,025 5,034,511 5,157,085 

Protective Services 9,782,111 10,391,328 10,869,593 11,460,509 11,951,541 

Transportation Services 7,277,918 7,555,378 7,848,025 8,156,051 8,400,617 

Environmental Services 2,426,947 2,494,167 2,563,325 2,634,476 2,707,680 

Development Services 2,277,454 2,254,621 2,315,459 2,378,017 2,442,345 

Parks and Recreation 6,138,734 6,272,896 6,435,733 6,603,547 6,776,418 

Water Operations 4,967,586 5,092,976 5,221,989 5,354,748 5,491,327 

Sewer Operations 2,732,215 2,799,442 2,868,474 2,939,368 3,012,178 

Interest Expense 984,139 867,059 866,337 859,060 859,061 

Total Expenses 41,450,859 42,469,377 43,864,960 45,420,287 46,798,253 

Annual Surplus (12,393,052) (5,436,462) (6,217,329) (6,881,031) (7,592,234) 

 

Proceeds from Borrowing 
 

- 
 

- 
 

- - - 

Transfer from Reserves (22,980,673) (674,000) (674,000) (674,000) (694,000) 

Transfer from Surplus (22,857) 7,275 12,881 18,392 24,591 

Principal Repayment 1,019,965 861,533 863,250 814,489 814,490 

Capital Expenditures 29,900,141 - - - - 

Transfer to Surplus and Non-Statutory Reserve 8,993,376 9,916,768 10,854,127 11,730,703 12,631,355 

Actuarial Adjustment on Long Term Debt 350,569 350,569 350,569 350,569 350,569 

Amortization of tangible capital assets (4,867,469) (5,025,683) (5,189,498) (5,359,122) (5,534,772) 

Debt, Capital and Reserve/Surplus transfers 12,393,052 5,436,462 6,217,329 6,881,031 7,592,233 

  

Financial Plan Balance - - - - - 
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Statement of Objectives and Policies 

 
In accordance with Section 165(3.1) of the Community Charter, the District of Lake Country is 
required to include in its Five-Year Financial Plan (2024 - 2028), objectives and policies regarding 
each of the following:  
 
A. The proportion of total revenue that comes from each of the funding sources described in 

Section 165(7) of the Community Charter; 
B. The distribution of property taxes among the property classes; and  
C. The use of permissive tax exemptions.  
 
1. Funding Sources  

 
The objectives and policies pertaining to municipal revenue which are incorporated into 
the District of Lake Country’s Financial Plan include: 

 

 The build-up of reserves to minimize the need to borrow for future capital projects; 

 Provide sufficient operating funds to ensure existing infrastructure is properly 
maintained to maximize its lifespan; 

 Pursue infrastructure grants from senior levels of government to lessen the impact on 
local property taxation and user fees; 

 Review user fees to match operational costs, where appropriate; 

 Examine business opportunities to raise revenue for the District of Lake Country; and 

 In year 1 (2024) of the five-year plan, the proportion or percentage of total revenue 
from the various revenue sources, as detailed in the Financial Plan, is summarized in 
Table 1 below. 

 
Table 1: Sources of Revenue 

 

Revenue Sources 2024 

Property Taxes 41.83% 

Parcel Taxes 4.39% 

Fees & Charges 22.43% 

Other Revenue 23.48% 

Transfers from DCC Restricted Revenue 7.87% 

Total Revenue 100% 

 
2. Distribution of Property Taxes  

 
It is Council’s goal to ensure there is a fair and equitable apportionment of taxes to each 
property class. The objectives and policies pertaining to the distribution of property taxes 
among the property classes and incorporated into the Financial Plan include: 

 

 Regular reviews and comparisons of the District of Lake Country’s tax burden relative 
to other BC municipalities and its neighbours to ensure a competitive tax structure 
and rates; 
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 Adjustments to taxation levels for specific property classes, where appropriate, based 
upon the reviews; 

 Application of the general municipal tax increase to each property class individually so 
that each property class is impacted equally, relative to other property classes; 

 Decrease (or increase) tax rates to offset the market increase (or decrease) in average 
taxable assessment within each property class compared to the previous year prior to 
applying the general municipal tax increase; and 

 The use of non-market growth in the assessment roll due to new construction and 
development to assist in covering expenditures required to service the additional 
burden on the infrastructure and services within the District of Lake Country. 

 
Table 2 below highlights the estimated municipal property tax dollars and the respective 
percentages to be collected from each of the tax classes for 2024. 

 
Table 2: Approximate Distribution of 2024 Municipal Property Taxes 

 

Property Class 

Property Tax 
Dollars Raised 

(General, Police 
& Fire Protection) 

% of Total 
Property 
Taxation Ratio 

(1) Residential $19,829,715 88.04% 1.0000 

(2) Utility $254,516 1.13% 17.4695 

(5) Light Industrial $549,574 2.44% 5.0201 

(6) Business/Other $1,777,106 7.89% 2.5292 

(8) Recreation/Non-Profit $105,861 .47% 2.2530 

(9) Farm $6,757 .03% 0.2509 

Totals $22,523,529 100.00%  

 
3. Permissive Tax Exemptions  

 
The Annual Report details the extent of permissive tax exemptions provided by the 
District of Lake Country. The administration and approval of permissive tax exemptions is 
set by Council policy. Some of the eligibility criteria within the policy include the following:  

 

 The paramount consideration for a permissive tax exemption is the benefit to the 
community and the residents of Lake Country;   

 Permissive exemptions will also be granted where an organization provides a service 
that the District of Lake Country would provide given sufficient financial resources; 

 Permissive tax exemptions are based on the principal use of the property;  

 The goals, policies or principles of the organization must not be inconsistent or conflict 
with those of the District of Lake Country; 

 Membership in the organization and/or use of the property must be reasonably open 
to all Lake Country residents; and 

 The organization must be a registered non-profit society. The support of the 
municipality will not be used for commercial or private gain. 

  



 

  

Report to Council 
District of Lake Country 

 
 

 
 
MEETING TYPE: Regular Council Meeting 
MEETING DATE:  March 19, 2024 
AUTHOR: Trevor Empey, Senior Planner 
DEPARTMENT: Planning and Development 
ITEM TITLE: Development Permit | DP000802 | 10660 Highway 97 
DESCRIPTION: To authorize the development of a 76-unit townhouse development with a variance for building 

height at 10660 Highway 97 
 

 
PURPOSE 
To consider a Multiple Unit Development Permit that would permit a 76-unit townhouse development that 
includes a variance for building height (from 9.5m/2 storeys to 12.0m/3 storeys).  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
THAT Development Permit DP000802 (Attachment D to the Report to Council dated March 19, 2024) for property 
at 10660 Highway 97 (Roll 1151800; PID 012-592-641) to allow for a multiple unit development be approved.  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
A multiple unit development permit has been applied for to support a 76-unit townhouse development. 
Staff reviewed this application using the Multiple Unit and Greenhouse Gas Reduction & Resource Conservation 
Guidelines under the District’s Official Community Plan 2018-2038 (OCP) and note that the proposal is in 
accordance with the applicable DPA Guidelines.  
 
The applicant requested a variance of 2.5m/0.5 storey to the permitted height under the RM2 zone. The proposed 
variance would change the permitted height under this zone from 9.5m or 2.5 storeys to 12.0m or 3 storeys. Staff  
are supportive of this variance request as it is relatively minor, would support creation of a large amount of housing 
in the District and would have minimal impact to surrounding parcels. 
 
A small portion of the Hillside Development Permit Area is located on this parcel; however the permit area does not 
coincide with the developed portion of the site. 
 
To support the expedition of this application under the OCP, the applicant has voluntarily agreed to enter into a 10-
year rental tenure covenant for the proposed townhouses on the subject property. The covenant will be registered 
on title as a condition of the Development Permit.  
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BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 
TABLE 1: PROPERTY INFORMATION 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Civic Address: 10660 Highway 97 

Roll Number: 11518000 

Legal Description: Lot 9 District Lot 169 ODYD Plan 216 except Plans 3028,7818, & 40583 

Applicant: New Town Architecture  Owner(s): 1151716 B.C Ltd. 

OCP Designation: Urban Residential 

Existing Zoning Designation: RM2 – Low Density Row Housing 

Proposed Zoning: No change proposed  

Land Use Contract: N/A 

ALR: N/A 

Parcel Size: 2.0 Hectares / 5.0 Acres 

DP Area(s): Multiple-Unit, Hillside, Greenhouse Gas Reduction & Resource Conservation 

Water Supply: Community 

Sewer: Proposed Community 

Site Context: Zoning: Use: 

North: RR1 – Rural Residential Vacant 

East: 
RM2 – Low Density Row Housing 
RM4 – Low Density Multiple Housing  

Row Housing 

South: C10 – Service Commercial Service Station 

West: RU1 – Urban Residential  Vacant  

 
SITE CONTEXT 
The subject property (10660 Hwy 97) is urban in nature and is bisected by the Pretty/Newene Road dedication. The 
focus of this development permit application is on the smaller portion of the subject property that is located 
directly adjacent to Highway 97. This area of the District is transitioning to higher density residential uses including 
a mix of townhomes, apartment buildings and single-family dwellings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 

 

 
MAP 1: LOCATION 

 
 
 MAP 2: ORTHO AND DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREAS 
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FIGURE  1: CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN  
 

 
 
FIGURE 2: PROPOSED ELEVATION RENDERINGS   
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FIGURE 2: PROPOSED COLOUR BOARD  
 

 
 
FIGURE 4: SITE PHOTOS  
 
Photo 1: Southwest Corner – Full Site View          Photo 2: Northwest Corner - Upslope 
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TABLE 2: FILE CHRONOLOGY 

Date Event 

2021-10-21 Application submission 

2023-01-19 Core Team Meeting #1 

2023-02-09 External Referrals 

2023-05-16 Comprehensive Letter Issued 

2023-18-10 Comprehensive Letter Response 

2023-18-12 Comprehensive Letter #2  

2024-22-01 Comprehensive Letter #2 Response 

 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
As this is a Development Permit for a multiple unit development, staff reviewed Section 21.5 – Multiple-Unit 
Development Permit Area Guidelines under the District’s OCP. Further, as this application also is within the GHG 
Development Permit Area, staff reviewed s.21.13 of the OCP in comparison to this application. The applicant is 
proposing 3 phases for multiple unit development on this parcel, with phases 1 and 2 being evaluated as part of 
this Development Permit application.  
 
Official Community Plan: Multiple Unit Development Permit Area (s.21.5)  
The purpose of the Multiple Unit DPA a is to ensure multiple unit residential development in Lake Country is built 
to a high aesthetic standard which benefits the community.  
 
Site Guidelines:  
 
Overall, staff are supportive of the proposed development as it integrates into the existing terrain and would 
benefit the area’s overall character. Buildings would be located to support view corridors, with spacing between 
unit blocks. Further, the building clusters would integrate large common open spaces with play spaces and 
community gardens along landscaped pathways between unit blocks which meet the objective to enhance the 
public realm of this development. Staff noted the lack of walkability on the drive aisles for residents to the 
applicant, however pedestrianization of the drive aisles is not a guideline under the s.21.5 of the OCP (Multiple Unit 
Development Permit Area), and further, the proposed common areas and walking paths should provide some 
walkable areas away from the drive aisles. Proposed downcast lighting would reduce glare and minimize light 
pollution. Waste disposal areas would incorporate landscaped screening, all which support the Multiple Unit Site 
DPA guidelines.  
 
Building and Structure Guidelines:  
 
Staff are supportive of this proposal in relation to the Multiple Unit DPA Guidelines for building and structures. The 
provided elevation drawings and colour board identify a varied façade, with a range of permitted materials and 
colours. The proposed buildings would be positioned to support numerous breaks by use of pedestrian alleys and 
landscaping. The proposed building materials meet the listed permitted materials which create a visually appealing 
pedestrian realm and offer varied and articulated design lines.  
 
Landscaping Guidelines:  
Staff are supportive of this proposal in relation to the Multiple Unit DPA Guidelines for landscaping. The proposed 
landscaping would enhance the existing property which appropriate planting areas, community gardens and a play 
area for residents. Parking areas are also proposed to be screened using landscaping along with buffers on property 
lines to adjacent parcels and roadways.  
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Official Community Plan: Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Resource Conservation (GHG) Area (s.21.13)  
The purpose of the GHG DPA is to aid in the reduction of greenhouse gases and conservation of water and energy.  
 
Site Design, Buildings, and Landscaping 
Staff support the proposal. The compact design of the development would result in large greenspace for the use 
and enjoyment of residents. Contemporary buildings would incorporate modern construction standards into the 
proposed development to reduce energy consumption for heating and cooling. Landscaped areas would be 
maintained with high efficiency irrigation systems.  
 
Zoning Bylaw 561, 2007  
This parcel is zoned as RM2-Low Density Row Housing and staff reviewed this application in comparison to the 
regulations under the RM2 zone, along with other applicable regulations under Zoning Bylaw 561, 2007. 
The purpose of the RM2 zone is to provide for low density row housing and compatible secondary uses on urban 
services.  
 
Height Variance: 9.5m/2.5 storeys to 12.0m/3.0 storeys 
 
The applicant requested a variance of 2.5m/0.5 storey to the permitted height under the RM2 zone. The proposed 
variance would change the permitted height under this zone from 9.5m or 2.5 storeys to 12.0m or 3 storeys. Staff  
are supportive of this variance request as it is relatively minor, would support creation of a large amount of housing 
in the District and would have minimal impact to surrounding parcels. 
 
Setbacks  
Staff reviewed the proposed setbacks provided in the applicant’s Site Plan and Zoning Analysis Table which 
indicates conformity to all setback requirements for the RM2 zone and from the Provincial Highway 97. 
 
Parking 
Staff reviewed the proposed off-street parking requirements under Section 9 of Zoning Bylaw 561, 2007 in relation 
to the applicant’s site plan and zoning analysis table and note conformity to parking requirements. Two private 
stalls per dwelling would be provided in garages (152 spaces in total) and 11 visitor parking stalls would be provided 
in designated visitor parking areas on this parcel. Further, the applicant would provide Class I bike parking in 
resident’s garages and 8 short-term bike parking racks would be provided on site.  
 
Private Open Space  
Staff reviewed the proposed Site Plan and Zoning Analysis table provided by the applicant in relation to the Private 
Open Space requirements for RM2 zoned parcels and this applicant exceeds to private open space requirements 
with a total 5,311m2 proposed in the form of private patios and communal space. 
 
Covenant to Secure Rental Tenure Housing 
This application has been expedited under s.7.1.7(b) of the OCP, which permits expedition of file review for 
applications that are proposing rental units, among other identified developments.  
 
The applicant voluntarily agreed to enter into a Land Title Act Section 219 covenant agreement on the Phases 1-2 
portion of the RM2 parcel. The covenant would require the proposed 76 townhouse units to be secured on title as 
rental tenure for a period of 10 years.   
 
Staff reviewed Section 7 (Housing) of the OCP where 7.1.7(f) notes that housing agreements can be used to ensure 
the long-term provision of affordable, rental and special needs housing. Although this covenant agreement would 
be medium-term, it would support the creation of rental tenure housing in an appropriate location and support the 
diversification of housing tenures in the District which is identified in the OCP and 2023 Housing Needs Assessment 
Report. The covenant would be included as a condition of the Development Permit. 
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IMPACT ON INFRASTRUCTURE, SERVICES AND STAFF CAPACITY  
The works and servicing requirements of the Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw are required at time 
of building permit application. The RM2 zoning requires improvements including highways and walkways, 
sidewalk, curb and gutter, boulevards and landscaping, water distribution system, community sewer, storm 
sewer, sediment and erosion control, street lighting and underground utilities. 
 
In addition, signalization and pedestrian improvements to the Pretty/Lodge and Highway 97 intersection are 
required by the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure through an existing covenant on title. Road 
network improvements including extensions and connections for Pretty and Newene Roads will be required as 
part of a future subdivision and in accordance with the Mobility Master Plan.  
 
Water and sewer modelling previously completed in 2020 will need to be revised to account for changes in 
provincial legislation to account for potential increased densities in the proposed single-family portion of the 
development site. The modelling will determine the extent and requirements of water and sewer infrastructure 
needed to service the proposed development overall. 
  
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

☒ None ☐ Budget Previously Approved  ☐ Other (see below) 
 
CONSULTATION (Internal referrals, External Agencies, Committees, Stakeholders) 
This application was referred to internal departments and comments were provided and shared with the applicant 
through the Comprehensive Letter. Comments provided by District Departments largely addressed considerations 
as the application progresses to the Engineering and Building Permit stages. Staff addressed comments from the 
Parks and Recreation Department in regard to the initial Landscape Plan where the applicant provided revisions to 
meet the applicable OCP DPA guidelines.  
 
External agencies were referred to for comment where agencies noted support. As there is a Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure (the Ministry) covenant requiring works and services to intersection upgrades as 
noted above, staff consulted with the Ministry to better understand the requirements of the covenant and to share 
these future works with the applicant through the Comprehensive letter.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
N/A 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITIES  

☐ Create and Support Opportunities for a Healthy, Active and Inclusive Community 

☐ Create Infrastructure That Meets Community Needs 

☒ Encourage Growth of the Downtown Core 

☐ Ensure Sustainable Water Service Delivery for the Community 

☐ Explore Opportunities to Engage With Regional Local Governments for the Betterment of the Community 

☐ Honour Reconciliation by Strengthening Relationships and Inclusiveness With Our Indigenous Partners 

☐ Identify and support improvements to the Development Process  

☐ Implement the Agricultural Plan 

☐ Preserve, Protect and Enhance Our Natural Environment 

☐ Secure long term wastewater service delivery for our community 

☐ Support Opportunities to Diversify Lake Country’s Tax Base 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH MASTER PLANS 

☐ Agricultural Plan ☒ Official Community Plan 

☐ Climate Action Charter ☐ Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2019 

☒ Housing Needs Report ☐ Sanitary Sewer System Map 
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☐ Liquid Waste Management Plan Stage 1/2 Report  ☐ Transit Future Plan-Central Okanagan Region-DRAFT 

☐ McCoubrey Plateau Area Structure Plan ☐ Transportation for Tomorrow 

☒Mobility Master Plan ☐ Water Master Plan 

 
 
OPTIONS 
 
The following options are presented for Council’s consideration: 
A. THAT Development Permit DP000802 (Attachment D to the Report to Council dated March 19, 2024) for 

property at 10660 Highway 97 (Roll 1151800; PID 012-592-641) to allow for a multiple unit development be 

approved. 

B. THAT Development Permit DP000802 (Attachment D to the Report to Council dated March 19, 2024) for 

property at 10660 Highway 97 (Roll 1151800; PID 012-592-641) to allow for a multiple unit development not be 

approved. 

C. THAT Development Permit DP000802 (Attachment D to the Report to Council dated March 19, 2024) for 

property at 10660 Highway 97 (Roll 1151800; PID 012-592-641) to allow for a multiple unit development not be 

approved pending receipt of additional information as identified by council. 

 
 
Collaborators: (each individual collaborator to add name and date reviewed) 

Name Date Reviewed  

  

  

  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Trevor Empey, Senior Planner MCIP, RPP 
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Report Approval Details 

Document Title: Development Permit with Variance - DP000802 - 10660 Highway 

97.docx 

Attachments: - Attachment A - DP000802 - Development Permit Checklists.pdf 
- Attachment B - DP000802 - Site Plan, Renderings and Elevations.pdf 
- Attachment C - DP000802 - Landscape Plan.pdf 
- Attachment D - DP000802 - Draft Permit.pdf 

Final Approval Date: Mar 12, 2024 

 

This report and all of its attachments were approved and signed as outlined below: 

Brian Zurek, Manager of Planning - Mar 11, 2024 - 10:42 AM 

Steven Gubbels, Manager of Development - Mar 11, 2024 - 1:08 PM 

Matthew Salmon, Director of Engineering and Environmental Services - Mar 11, 2024 - 4:50 

PM 

Jared Kassel, Director of Planning & Development - Mar 11, 2024 - 7:19 PM 

Reyna Seabrook, Director of Corporate Services - Mar 11, 2024 - 8:50 PM 

Paul Gipps, Chief Administrative Officer - Mar 12, 2024 - 7:54 AM 
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Development Permit 
 

District of Lake Country 
10150 Bottom Wood Lake Road 

Lake Country, BC V4V 2M1  
t: 250-766-6674 f: 250-766-0200 

lakecountry.bc.ca 
 

 

 

  

APPROVED ISSUANCE OF   DEVELOPMENT PERMIT (pursuant to Sec. 488 of the Local Government Act) 
 

PERMIT # DP000802  

FOLIO # 11518000 

ZONING DESIGNATION: RM2 – Low Density Row Housing 

DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 
AREAS: 

Multiple Unit, Hillside, Greenhouse Gas Reduction & Resource Conservation  

ISSUED TO: 1151716 B.C. Ltd.  

SITE ADDRESS: 10660 Highway 97, Lake Country BC 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:        Lot 9 District Lot 169 ODYD Plan 216 except Plans 3028,7818, & 40583 

PARCEL IDENTIFIER: 012-592-641 
 

SCOPE OF APPROVAL 
 

This Permit applies to and only to those lands within the Municipality as described above, and any and all buildings, 
structures and other development thereon.  
 
This is approval solely for a land use planning development permit and does not authorize any building construction.  
A Building Permit is required to be completed and approved prior to any construction commencing. 
 
This Permit is issued subject to compliance with all of the Bylaws of the Municipality applicable thereto, except as 
specifically varied or supplemented by this Permit, noted in the Terms and Conditions below.  
 
Applicants for Development Permits should be aware that the issuance of a Permit limits the applicant to be in strict 
compliance with all District bylaws unless specific Variances have been authorized by the Permit. No implied Variances 
from bylaw provisions shall be granted by virtue of drawing notations which are inconsistent with bylaw provisions 
and which have not been identified as required Variances by the applicant or Municipal staff.  
 
If any term or condition of this permit is for any reason held to be invalid by a decision of a Court of competent 
jurisdiction, such decision will not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this permit. 

 
1. TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
Development Permit DP000802 for a legally described parcel as Lot 9 District Lot 169 ODYD Plan 216 except Plans 
3028,7818, & 40583 for a 76 multiple unit development is subject to the following conditions:  
 
a) Amends Zoning Bylaw 561, 2007 as follows: 

 
Section 15.5.6(c) to increase the maximum building height:  

 
From:  9.5m / 2 storeys  
To:   12.0m / 3 storeys  
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DP000802  

 

b) The development of the subject property shall be conducted in accordance with the following documents:   
(i) Schedule A:  Site Plans (A0.03D) completed by New Town Architecture signed by Roman Yamchshikov, 

Registered Architect in British Columbia  
(ii) Schedule B:  Building Elevations (A4.012 to A4.08D)  
(iii) Schedule C:  Building Materials and Colour Schemes (A4.09D) 
(iv) Schedule D:  Landscape Plan (L-0) completed by Larch Landscape Architecture as signed by Jason Michael 

Jones, Registered Landscape Architect in BC on January 19, 2024 
c) If any archeologically significant item is found any construction activities must cease and the Province of British 

Columbia notified in conformity with the Heritage Conservation Act; 
d) Development and use of the subject property be in compliance with the provisions of the Municipality’s various 

bylaws, except as explicitly varied or supplemented by subsequent permits, amendment(s) and/or development 
variance permits; 

e) This Development Permit is only valid for the development that is described herein. If a change to development is 
considered, a new development permit or an amendment to this permit is required before starting any work.  

f) As a condition and prior to the issuance of this development permit, a Covenant for rental tenure shall be 
registered  on title. 

 
2. PERFORMANCE SECURITY 
As a condition of the issuance of this Permit, a security deposit is required in the amount of $1,022,520.00 (125% of the 
Landscape Estimate and Environmental Monitoring Estimate). This will be collected prior to the issuance of the Building 
Permit. 
 
Upon acceptance of the works by municipal staff, 85% of the security shall be returned. The Municipality shall retain the 
remaining 15% for a period of 24 months from the date of acceptance of the works, during which time the Municipality 
may use the remaining security to replace the required works, if necessary. Upon the expiration of the 24 months 
warranty period, the Permit Holder must provide a statement certified by a qualified professional indicating that the 
works have met the requirements of the survival monitoring and reporting as identified in the Environmental 
Assessment Report along with the conditions specified in the Development Permit. The remaining security funds shall be 
refunded at the expiration of the 24 months warranty period, subject to a final inspection by Municipal staff to confirm 
the survival of the required works; 
 
3. DEVELOPMENT 
The development described herein shall be undertaken strictly in accordance with the terms, conditions and provisions 
of this Permit and any plans and specifications attached to shall form a part hereof. This is approval solely for a land use 
planning development permit and does not authorize any building construction. A Building Permit is required to be 
completed and approved prior to any construction commencing. 
 
The development shall commence within TWO YEARS of the date that this permit is issued. 
If the Permit Holder does not substantially commence the development permitted by this Permit within TWO years of 
the date of issuance of this permit, this permit shall lapse. 
The terms of the permit or any amendment to it are binding on all persons who acquire an interest in the land affected 
by the permit. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS IS NOT A BUILDING 
PERMIT 
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4. APPROVALS 
Authorization passed by the Council on the ____ day of ___________ 2024. 
 
 
Issued by the Corporate Officer of the District of Lake Country this ___ day of ______, 2024 
 
 
____________________________ 
Corporate Officer, Reyna Seabrook 
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Report to Council 
District of Lake Country 

 
 

 
 
MEETING TYPE: Regular Council Meeting 
MEETING DATE:  March 19, 2024  
AUTHOR: Jared Kassel, Director of Planning & Development 
DEPARTMENT: Planning and Development 
ITEM TITLE: Amendments to Official Community Plan (2018-2038) Bylaw 1065, 2018 
DESCRIPTION: Amendments include expansion of DP Area exemptions, consolidate certain DP Areas, and 

clarification of OCP Terminology  
 

 
PURPOSE 
To update Council on the approval process improvements underway and seek Council’s support to amend the 
Official Community Plan.  These amendments would streamline the process by making changes to Definitions 
(Section 1), Environment and Sustainability (Section 3), Development Permit Areas (Section 21), and Development 
Approval Information (Section 22).   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
THAT OCP Amendment (DP Exemptions) Bylaw 1225, 2024 be read a first and second time; 
AND THAT prior to Public Hearing, the required external consultation be conducted, in accordance with Sections 
475 of the Local Government Act.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The District of Lake Country has been experiencing a development boom over the past several years.  The updating 
of development application processes has not kept up with the increased needs of the community, and as a result 
the organization has struggled to adjust to the complexity and volume of new development applications.  
Administration recognizes there is a need to streamline approvals through changes to the OCP, Zoning Bylaw and 
Development Approvals Procedures Bylaw.   
 
Currently staff is working on the following tasks to achieve streamlining approvals: 

 Working with the City of Kelowna planning staff for assistance in processing the backlog of current 
applications. 

 Making changes to the Development Approvals Procedure Bylaw to delegate minor development variances 
and DP renewals to staff (subject to Council review and approval). 

 Digitizing development processes through the implementation of Tempest/Prospero software program. 

 Drafting amendments to the Zoning Bylaw and Development Approval Procedures Bylaw to implement the 
provincial housing legislation regarding Small-Scale Multi-Unity Housing (SSMUH). 

 
With respect to the OCP and DP exemptions process, at the September 12, 2023 regular meeting Council resolved 
to no longer accept applications for discretionary site-specific Development Permit (DP) exemptions, as the 
discretionary nature that exemptions were being granted was deemed as unlawful under the Local Government 
Act.  The Council resolution began the OCP amendment process with the goal of creating explicit (and non-
discretionary) criteria in which development proposals could be evaluated to determine whether a DP exemption 
would be granted.    
 
The current file backlog for planning applications would be affected by the OCP amendments as follows (numbers 
are as of March 4, 2024): 
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 Prior to OCP Amendments After OCP Amendments 

Reduction in DP Areas 14 11 

Reduction in Number of 
Development Permits 

52 31 

 
 
Therefore the amendments would eliminate approximately 60% of the DP applications (from 52 current DP 
applications down to 31) from the current application backlog.  Planning staff recognize that there will be indirect 
impacts of the OCP changes, including the need to provide direction to applicants regarding requirements for 
Section 219 covenants and staff review of qualified professional reports.  However, DP exemptions will free-up staff 
time in Planning and also throughout the organization, and they are an important piece in streamlining 
development approvals.  The outcome of these changes will allow resources to be dedicated towards better 
customer service and other meaningful community building projects. 
 
The goal is to not substantially change the intent of the DP guidelines in the OCP, but to align DP exemptions with 
the legislated requirements of the Local Government Act, to expand the list of DP exemption criteria, and to 
consolidate 3 DP Areas for the purposes of streamlining DP approvals.  These amendments are one piece of the 
puzzle in the quest to streamline development approvals, and to become more focused on customer service.  The 
process to begin a full rewrite of the OCP is intended for later in 2024, and is anticipated to take a minimum of 2 
years.  In the interim, Planning staff has been working with internal departments to create a more integrated DP 
application process, and with legal counsel to ensure legislated legal requirements are being met.   
 
APPLICABLE LEGISLATION, BYLAWS AND POLICIES  
Local Government Act: Division 7 – Part 14 – Planning and Land Use Management is the principal legislation used in 
British Columbia to govern land use and the associated processes in a municipality. A number of “tools” available in 
the Act are described under separate headings. Sections 488 through 497 provide the authority and guidance for 
Development Permit Area designation, issuance and exemption. In particular, Section 490(2) states: “The authority 
under subsection (1) must be exercised only in accordance with the applicable guidelines specified under section 
488 in an Official Community Plan or zoning bylaw.” 
 
Community Charter: Section 15(1) provides the authority for a local government to establish a system of licenses, 
permits and approvals to support the land use planning authorities found mainly in Part 14 of the Local 
Government Act. 
 
Official Community Plan: In the District of Lake Country, Development Permit Areas (DPAs) are designated in the 
OCP; the plan describes the special conditions and objectives that justify the designation. DPAs identify locations 
that need special treatment for certain purposes, including the protection of the natural environment, protection 
of development from hazards, establishing objectives for form and character, revitalization of an area or 
establishing objectives to promote energy conservation, water conservation or reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions. Specifically, Section 21 of the OCP contains guidelines for how development proposed in a DPA can 
address the special conditions or objectives and situations where development is exempt from those requirements. 
 
Zoning Bylaw: Zoning regulations are the principal tool is used to implement local government land use regulations. 
Local Government Act Section 488(3) provides the opportunity to establish DPA guidelines in a Zoning Bylaw. 
 
Development Application Procedures Bylaw: In the Local Government Act, Section 460 requires that “a local 
government that has adopted an Official Community Plan bylaw or a Zoning bylaw must, by bylaw, define 
procedures under which an owner of land may apply” to amend the bylaw or for issuance of a permit in accordance 
with that plan or bylaw. Furthermore, specific types of information may be required to support the decision- 
making process, and the authority for requiring this information is located in Local Government Act, Part 14, 
Division 6 (Sections 484 through 487). 
 
BACKGROUND 
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During the process to improve development applications, Planning staff have had meetings with a variety of 
external stakeholders from the development and building community over the past 2 years, including: 

o three meetings with the Urban Development Institute (UDI). 
o Builders Forums in 2022 & 2023 which included members the Canadian Home Builders 

Association – Central Okanagan (CHBA-CO). 
o Planning staff meetings with board members from the CHBA-CO. 
o Planning & Development Forums including private industry planners and developers. 
o Multiple phone calls with executive members from the CHBA-CO 

 
The agenda for all of these meetings included detailed discussions regarding the District’s development 
processes.  Planning received important feedback on suggested improvements to the District’s 
regulations, and the amendments to the Development Approval Procedures (DAP) Bylaw that were 
approved by Council on May 16, 2023 were an outcome of these discussions.  The suggestions brought 
forward in the OCP amending bylaw are also an outcome of these discussions with the development 
industry.  It’s important to note that these OCP amendments primarily focus on Section 21 of the OCP, 
and do not effectively change the intent of the DP Guidelines in this section.  3 DP Areas have been 
consolidated into the 11 remaining areas, and all guidelines are effectively captured and maintained.  
Furthermore, the OCP amendments should be regarded as an interim step in process improvements; a 
full holistic review and rewrite of the OCP and associated bylaws is necessary to fully transition the 
District’s development framework into a productive and effective design.    
 
In addition to the DAP amendments in May 2023, Planning staff have continued discussions both 
internally and externally with a variety of developers and local residents to improve the OCP.  The 
regulatory content of the OCP has been a recurrent discussion item at the weekly Planning department 
meetings.  Planned changes to the OCP began in earnest in September 2024 once Council resolved for 
staff to no longer accept applications for parcel-specific DP Exemptions.   
 
The process of amending Lake Country’s OCP included reviewing other OCPs from neighboring municipalities for 
context and best practice.  Staff-to-staff discussions with other Planning departments have occurred on several 
occasions and an opportunity has been identified to reduce the number of applications that need to be considered 
by Council and to create greater efficiency for assessing development applications DPs, as well as providing greater 
clarity with respect to permitted exemptions. 
 
Important dates of past Council decisions regarding the OCP exemption project include: 

July 2, 2019.  Council adoption of Official Community Plan (2018-2038) Bylaw 1065, 2018.   
 
September 12, 2023.  It was moved and seconded by Council “THAT staff no longer accept applications for 
parcel-specific Development Permit Exemptions”.   
 
December 7, 2023.  It was moved and seconded by Council “THAT Staff be directed to begin formal 
consultation on an OCP Amendment Bylaw to expand the exemptions applicable to Development Permit 
Areas, and consolidate certain DP Areas”.   

 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
The process of expanding the DP exemptions applicable to DP areas, and the consolidation of certain DP areas was 
undertaken in partnership with legal counsel for the District.  The bulk of this work happened over 3 months, and 
the project scope focused on Section 21 – DP Areas, Section 22 – Development Approval Information Areas, and the 
addition of a Schedule ‘A’ to the bylaw, which identifies universal conditions that describe exemptions from all DP 
Areas.   
 
Changes to Definitions and Environment and Sustainability Chapters of OCP (Section 1 and 3) 
The proposed OCP amendments add a Farm Use definition to the OCP.  This addition insures clarity in the use of 
this term, and also consistency with the Agricultural Land Commission Act.   



 4 

 

 
The amendments also propose textual changes to Section 3 of the OCP, by deleting references to the Hillside DP 
Area, which align with other changes proposed to Section 21 of the OCP.  
 
Changes to General Exemptions of the OCP (Section 21.3) 
The OCP provides for general conditions that apply to all parcels of land where DP exemptions may apply.  These 
proposed sub-sections (21.3.1 through to 21.3.4) will be entirely new to the OCP.  The current OCP provides for an 
imprecise (and unlawful) use of DP exemptions that are to be reviewed on a site-specific basis, and for “unique 
circumstances where a parcel should be considered for an exemption but does not meet the exemption criteria 
listed”.  In contrast, the proposed changes now list overarching circumstances for DP exemptions regarding 
subdivision, land alteration, construction and some additional general conditions.   
 
The list of overarching DP exemptions for subdivision include boundary adjustments, when 3 (or less) additional 
lots are being created, as well as for the purposes of road widening, air parcel or building stratification.   
 
The list of overarching exemptions for land alteration include such activities as: 

 landscape maintenance; 

 the removal of invasive species or hazardous trees (provided that a report is submitted by a qualified 
professional); 

 land alteration (without construction of an engineered structure) for the restoration of environmental 
features; 

 establishing trails along the foreshore of a lake as long as they are for pedestrians (and not vehicles), have a 
permeable surface and do not require the construction of retaining walls; and, 

 Driveways that have received an Access Permit from the District, and are less than 10 meters long and 
maximum 4 meters wide will also be exempt from a DP.   

 
The list of overarching exemptions for construction include: 

 internal alterations to buildings where the parking or landscaping requirements are being increased; 

 external alterations (except for the Town Center DPA); 

 replacement or repair of buildings that were damaged or destroyed by a natural disaster and where the 
building envelop is in an identical or similar location (if the building is within the Wildfire DPA a covenant 
must be registered on title confirming adherence to BC Firesmart Guidelines); 

 the addition or alteration of farm buildings in an agricultural zone; 

 the construction of swimming pools, sheds, decks, pergolas, utility buildings and accessory structures less 
than 90 m2 (except in the Town Center DPA or 30m of a watercourse in the Natural Environment DPA); 

 the placement of temporary structures (except in the Town Center DPA or within 30m of a watercourse in 
the Natural Environment DPA); and, 

 for the replacement of manufactured homes in a manufactured home community. 
 
Additional general conditions for DP exemption are also listed in the OCP, including: 

 for the construction, repair or maintenance of buildings and works & services by the District or Province of 
B.C. on highway rights-of-way; 

 normal farm practice activities (as defined by the Right to Farm Act) on property in the ALR or zoned for 
agriculture use; 

 emergency activities to mitigate against natural disasters; and, 

 the construction or repair of buildings on federal land, or federally-regulated telecommunications towers 
under 20 meters in height. 

 
Changes to DP Area – Specific Exemptions of the OCP (Sections 21.4 to 21.14) 
Textual updates to the OCP include the addition of Farm Use (as defined by the Agricultural Land Commission Act) 
and updating Section 21.2 (Development Permit Requirements) to include provisions for Landscaping Deposits to 
reflect language that is legally accurate.    
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Important changes to the Agricultural DP Area include exemptions to properties that already have, or will have, a 
naturally occurring or previously installed Landscape Buffer, and a Section 219 covenant that legally secures 
ongoing maintenance of that buffer.  Furthermore, proposed development that is exclusively agriculture or a 
protected farm use under the ALC Act, or that doesn’t include dwelling units that are within 50 meters of the ALR 
boundary, are also exempt from a DP.   
 
The main exemption changes to the Multiple-Unit DP Area, Town Center DP Area and the Industrial DP Area have 
been expanded to include the subdivision of land (including lot consolidations), the proposed development is 
exclusively non-residential or includes less than 4 dwelling units, that external additions/alterations to an existing 
building are valued at less than $200,000, and that additions are less than 25% of the floor area to a maximum of 
200 sq. meters. 
 
Similar to Multi-Unit and Town Center DPA’s, Commercial DP Area exemptions include for the subdivision of land 
(including lot consolidations), the proposed development is exclusively non-residential or includes less than 4 
dwelling units, that external additions/alterations to an existing building are valued at less than $200,000, and that 
additions are less than 25% of the floor area to a maximum of 200 sq. meters.  A Commercial DPA exemptions will 
apply to development that is exclusively non-commercial.    
 
For the purpose of increasing efficiency in development approvals, these OCP amendments propose to consolidate 
the Agri-Tourism DP guidelines into the Commercial DP Area so that all of the guidelines can still be maintained on 
properties that are proposing Agri-tourism development.  The Agri-Tourism DP Area would subsequently be 
deleted.   
 
The main exemption changes to the Natural Environment DP Area includes that an exemption can be granted if a 
Conservation Covenant has been registered on a property with restrictions and requirements that accomplish the 
objectives of the DP Area, as confirmed by a technical report written by a qualified professional, and includes an 
indemnity to the benefit of the District.  A DP exemption would also be granted where there is subdivision of land 
that either the subdivision is not occurring in the natural environment boundary, or where the natural environment 
is protected through dedication of a Section 219 covenant.   
 
For the purpose of increasing efficiency in development approvals, the amendments propose to delete the Hillside 
DP Area guidelines in its entirety.  The main justification for this change is to recognize that the technical objectives 
of the regulations are largely included in the Stability, Erosion and Drainage Hazard DP Area guidelines, as well as 
the Zoning Bylaw and Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw, and therefore the guidelines listed in the 
Hillside DP Area are unnecessary and add an excess of requirements to development applications.   
 
 
The main exemption changes to the Stability, Erosion & Drainage DP Area have been expanded to include 
additions to buildings that are less than 25% of the existing floor area, lot consolidations and subdivisions that have 
a valid DP, when all grades within 15 meters of a disturbed area do not exceed 20%, and for construction/addition 
of a building that is outside of the DP Area (as determined by District staff).  
 
The main exemption changes to the Wildfire DP Area includes that an exemption can be granted if removal of trees 
is in accordance with the Wildland Fire DP Area guidelines and FireSmart BC, if new construction/alteration of 
buildings has a registered covenant ensuring development aligns with the Wildland Fire DP Area guidelines and 
FireSmart BC, and includes an indemnity to the benefit of the District.   
 
Changes to Development Approval Information Areas of the OCP (Section 22) 
This section designates all DP Areas as development approval information areas, and does so in accordance with 
the legal requirements of the Local Government Act.  These amendments legally enable the municipality to request 
technical information reports for the purpose of assessing impacts to protect people, property, infrastructure and 
the environment.   
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IMPACT ON INFRASTRUCTURE, SERVICES AND STAFF CAPACITY 

 Impact on Infrastructure and Other Municipal Services 

Realignment of application processes is not expected to have any direct impact on infrastructure or other 
municipal services. 

 Impact on Staff Capacity and Financial Resources (Cost/Benefit Analysis) 

A reduction in the number of DP Areas from 14 to 11, as well as expanding the DP exemption criteria, will 
eliminate approximately 60 % of the DP applications from the list currently in queue.  In real numbers, this is 
about 31 applications from the current list of 52 (as of the end of February 2024).  Planning staff will still 
need to provide direction to applicants regarding requirements for Section 219 covenants, and staff review 
of qualified professional reports.  However, DP exemptions will free-up considerable staff time in Planning 
and also throughout the organization, and allow resources to be dedicated towards better customer service 
and other meaningful community building projects. 

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

☐ None ☐ Budget Previously Approved  ☐ Other (see below) 
Changes to the OCP that affect Development Permit Areas and Development Approval Information is not 
anticipated to have any direct budgetary implications other than a reduction in the need for staff resources to 
process associated Development Permit applications. 
 
CONSULTATION (Internal referrals, External Agencies, Committees, Stakeholders) 
During the scoping stage of these OCP amendments, Planning staff held various discussions with the Urban 
Development Institute (UDI), the Canadian Home Builders Association – Central Okanagan (CHBA-CO), individual 
industry planners and developers.  Legal counsel was also consulted during the drafting of the OCP amendments.   
 
Sections 475 and 476 of the Local Government Act describes the required consultation with persons, organizations 
and authorities that may be affected by the amendments.  Prior to holding a Public Hearing, the District will consult 
with: 

 Okanagan Indian Band; 

 School District #23; 

 Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure; 

 City of Kelowna and City of Vernon; 

 Regional District of Central Okanagan; 

 Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS (if applicable)  
Furthermore prior to holding the Public Hearing, a public Open House will be scheduled at the District of Lake 
Country Municipal Hall.   
 
ALIGNMENT WITH COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITIES  

☐ Create and Support Opportunities for a Healthy, Active and Inclusive Community 

☐ Create Infrastructure That Meets Community Needs 

☐ Encourage Growth of the Downtown Core 

☐ Ensure Sustainable Water Service Delivery for the Community 

☒ Explore Opportunities to Engage With Regional Local Governments for the Betterment of the Community 

☐ Honour Reconciliation by Strengthening Relationships and Inclusiveness With Our Indigenous Partners 

☒ Identify and support improvements to the Development Process  

☐ Implement the Agricultural Plan 

☐ Preserve, Protect and Enhance Our Natural Environment 

☐ Secure long term wastewater service delivery for our community 
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☐ Support Opportunities to Diversify Lake Country’s Tax Base 
 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH MASTER PLANS  

☐ Agricultural Plan ☒ Official Community Plan 

☐ Climate Action Charter ☐ Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2019 

☒ Housing Needs Report ☐ Sanitary Sewer System Map 

☐ Liquid Waste Management Plan Stage 1/2 Report  ☐ Transit Future Plan-Central Okanagan Region-DRAFT 

☐ McCoubrey Plateau Area Structure Plan ☐ Transportation for Tomorrow 

☐ Mobility Master Plan ☐ Water Master Plan 

 
OPTIONS 
 
The following options are presented for Council’s consideration: 
A. THAT Official Community Plan Amendment be read a first and second time; 

AND THAT prior to Public Hearing, the required external consultation be conducted, in accordance with 

Sections 475 of the Local Government Act.  

B. THAT Official Community Plan Amendment not be read a first and second time; 

C. THAT Official Community Plan Amendment be deferred pending additional information as identified by Council.   

 
Collaborators: 

Name Date Reviewed  

Matthew Salmon, Director of Engineering January 2024 

Brian Zurek, Manager of Planning February 2024 

Steven Gubbels, Manager of Development December 2023 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jared Kassel, Director of Planning & Development 
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 Attachment A- Amendments to Official Community Plan (2018-2038) Bylaw 1065, 2018 

 

DISTRICT OF LAKE COUNTRY 
 

BYLAW 1225 
 

 
TO EXPAND EXEMPTIONS AND FACILITATE ADMINISTRATION FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMITS 

 

 
The Council of the District of Lake Country, in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows:  
 
1. Schedule A to Official Community Plan (2018-2038) Bylaw 1065, 2018 is hereby amended as follows: 

 
1.1. Section 1 - Introduction, is amended as follows: 

  
(a) Delete the definition Section 1.7.25 Footprint, it its entirety.  

 
(b) Add Section 1.7.10 (a) as follows: 

“1.7.10 (a) Building Footprint means the surface area of a lot occupied by a building or structure.” 
 

(c) Add the following definition, in alphabetical order as item 1.7.21(a):   
“1.7.21(a) Farm Use has the same definition as the Agricultural Land Commission Act.” 
 

1.2. Section 3 - Environment and Sustainability is amended as follows: 
 

(a) Add the following to Section 3.1.12 in alphabetical order:  
 
“3.1.12 (j) Developments and subdivisions should use low maintenance vegetation that requires 
minimal irrigation and mimics the natural environment and incorporate opportunities for local 
food production and public food gardens.”  
 

(b) Delete Section 3.11 Hillside Development Protection in its entirety.   
 

(c) In Section 3.12 Hazardous Slopes, delete the text “Hillside” from the final paragraph. 
 

(d) Delete Section 3.13.1 and 3.13.2 in their entirety. 

 
(e) Delete and replace Section 3.19.2., b with the following: 

 
“b.   Encourage landscaping that uses drought-tolerant species or follows xeriscaping principles.” 
 

(f) Add the following to Section 3.20.2 in alphabetical order:  
 
“3.20.2 (d) Building construction and orientation should minimize heat absorption, be well sealed 
and energy efficient.”  
 

(g) Add the following to Section 3.1.14 Environment and Sustainability – Goals, Objectives and 
Policies:  
 
“3.1.14 (h) Subdivisions should maximize density and site connectivity to amenities and services. 
 

1.3. Section 21 - Development Permit Areas is amended as follows: 
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(a) Delete the text “Guidelines” from the Heading of each the following Sections: 21.4, 21.5, 21.6, 

21.7, 21.8, 21.9, 21.11, and 21.12.  
 

(b) Delete each of the following Sections, entitled “Required Estimates and Securities”, in their 
entirety: 21.4.23, 21.5.39, 21.6.77, 21.7.40, 21.8.28, 21.9.54, 21.11.34, 21.12.23.  
 

(c) In Section 21.1 - Introduction, delete the 4th paragraph and replace it with the following:  
 
“This Official Community Plan has designated development approval information areas and 
circumstances in accordance with provincial legislation; all development permit areas are 
designated as development approval information areas.” 
 

(d) Delete Section 21.2 Development Permit Requirements (including 21.2.1) in its entirety and 
replace it with the following:  
 
“21.2 Development Permit Requirements  
 
(a) DP applications require additional documents to be submitted before they can be approved 
and issued. A security deposit may be required to ensure works have been completed as shown on 
the submitted drawings. Reports from various consultants and professionals should be aligned; for 
example, where a building location has changed through the process, the revised location should 
be corrected on all applicable documents; or where a Registered Professional Forester report 
indicates specific trees are to be removed and the Registered Professional Biologist report says the 
same trees need to be retained, the applicant and the professionals are responsible for resolving 
the conflicting information. 
 
(c) All objectives within this Section should strive to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the 
consumption of water and energy resources by considering building and structure orientation, the 
use of appropriate building technologies and materials and through using landscaping that mimics 
the natural environment.“   
 

(e) Delete Section 21.3 - Development Permit Exemptions, in its entirety and replace it with the 
following:   
 
“21.3 EXEMPTIONS 
 
A Development Permit will not be required if the development consists of the following. 
Additional exemptions may be identified in specific DPA sections.   
21.3.1  The following subdivision activities are exempt from obtaining a DP: 

a. Boundary adjustments between two lots when no new parcels are created. 
b. Boundary adjustments or lot consolidations that do not require new underground 

services or new roads. 
c. Boundary adjustments, lot consolidations or other subdivision resulting in the 

creation of fewer than three additional lots, and any replacement or upgrading of 
existing infrastructure or existing roads is outside of a Riparian Area or Ecological 
Connectivity Corridor area as shown on Map 15 and outside of a Natural Hazard 
Area. 

d. Subdivision for a road widening initiated by the District.  
e. Air Space Parcel subdivisions.  
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f. Stratification, or other subdivision, of a building that has an existing DP registered on 
title. 

 
21.3.2  The following land alteration activities are exempt from obtaining a DP: 

a. Maintenance, including pruning, of existing landscaping, planting native trees, 
shrubs or ground cover except where pesticides or herbicides are used in a Riparian 
Area. 

b. The hand removal of an invasive species. 
c. The removal of infested, diseased or hazardous trees provided all of the following 

conditions are met: 
i. prior to the removal of trees, a written report prepared by an Arborist or 

other qualified professional is provided to the District;  
ii. the removal of trees is done in accordance with the professional report and is 

supervised by the professional who prepared the report; 
iii. staff recommendations in accordance with bylaws or policies are 

implemented; and 
iv. a completion report by the same professional is provided to the District. 

e.  Land alteration, without construction, for the sole purpose of restoring an 
environmental feature, or removal of invasive species with equipment or machine, 
provided all of the following conditions are met:  
i. prior to any alteration, a restoration plan from an environmental professional 

is provided to the District; 
ii. the works are done in accordance with the professional report and is 

supervised by the professional who prepared the report; 
iii. staff recommendations in accordance with bylaws or policies are 

implemented; and 
iv. a completion report by the same professional is provided to the District. 

f.  One trail per parcel for the purposes of accessing the foreshore of Wood, 
Kalamalka or Okanagan Lakes, provided all of the following conditions are met: 
i. The trail is for private pedestrian, non-vehicular use only; 
ii. No trees are removed;  
iii. The trail is no more than 1.5m wide;  
iv. The trail is permeable; 
v. The trail does not require the construction of retaining walls; and  
vi. The trail is not circular or excessively longer than the most direct way.   

g.  Land alteration exclusively for and within 5 metres of exempt construction.  
h. Driveways, up to a maximum length of 10 m and maximum width of 4 m that have 

an approved Access Permit from the District. 
 
21.3.3 The following construction activities are exempt from obtaining a DP: 

a. Internal alterations of a building or structure, except where the internal alterations 
result in an increase in the parking or landscaping requirements. 

b.  External alterations of a building or structure that are entirely within the building 
footprint, excluding buildings and structures within the Town Centre DPA.  

c.  Replacement, reconstruction or repair of a building or structure that was damaged 
or destroyed by fire, earthquake, flooding, mud flows, torrents of debris, erosion, 
land slip, rock falls or subsidence provided all of the following conditions are met: 
i. the construction is largely identical to the original in form and massing;  
ii. the construction is within the building envelope as per zoning regulations; 
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iii. if the property is within the Wildfire DP Area, a restrictive covenant under 
section 219 of the Land Title Act is registered on title. The covenant shall:  

 Require the owner to confirm development, ongoing maintenance and use 
of the property will occur in accordance with BC Fire Smart Guidelines; 

 Require indemnity to the benefit of the District; 
iv. if the property is within the Natural Environment DP Area the construction is 

not within 30 m of a watercourse, otherwise a Natural Environment DP may be 
required. 

d.  Addition or alteration of a building or structure used for farm purposes only and 
located in an agricultural zone.  

e. Construction of new buildings or structures which do not require a building permit 
and are not intended for habitation, excluding buildings or structures located 
within the Town Centre DPA.  

f.  Construction of swimming pools, sheds, decks, pergolas, utility buildings and 
accessory structures, less than 90 sq. m., excluding buildings and structures 
located within: 
i. the Town Centre DPA, or  
ii. 30 m of a watercourse where the watercourse is within the Natural 

Environment DPA.  
g. Temporary structures limited to construction site offices, short-term special event 

and emergency facilities, excluding buildings or structures located within: 
i. the Town Centre DPA, or 
ii. 30 m of a watercourse where the watercourse is within the Natural 

Environment DPA.  
h.  Replacement of a manufactured home within a manufactured home community. 
i.   Text or content changes to existing signage.  

 
21.3.4  The following activities are exempt from obtaining a DP: 

a. The construction, repair, or maintenance of works and services on highway rights-
of-way by the Province, the District or their authorized agents or contractors.  

b. The construction, repair or maintenance of municipal building, structures, works 
and services by the District or its authorized agents or contractors.  

c. Activities considered normal farm practices as defined in the Farm Practices 
Protection (Right to Farm) Act on property in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) 
or on property where agricultural use is identified as a principle use in the zone.  

d. Emergency procedures to prevent, control or reduce flooding or erosion, mitigate 
against wildfire or other immediate threats to life and property, including: 
i. Emergency actions for flood and erosion protection; 

ii. Clearing obstructions from bridge, culvert, or drainage flow; repairs to 
bridges and safety fences in accordance with the Federal Fisheries Act and 
Wildlife Act;  

iii. Removal of hazardous trees; or 
iv. Restoration works under the supervision of a qualified professional. 

e. The construction, repair or maintenance of buildings and structures owned by, or 
on lands owned by, the Government of Canada, or federally-regulated 
communications towers under 20 metres in height.  

 
(f) Delete the content immediately beneath the heading Section 21.4 and delete the Section 21.4.1 in 

its entirety and replace with the following:  
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“CATEGORY 
Section 488(1)(c) of the Local Government Act allows for the protection of farming.  
 
JUSTIFICATION 
This Development Permit Area (DPA) is established to protect local farmlands and reduce land use 
conflicts by providing buffering or separation of development from farming on adjoining or 
reasonably adjacent land. A healthy agricultural sector is vital to the District’s economic and 
cultural wellbeing. Uncontrolled development next to agricultural properties can cause conflicts to 
the detriment of both farm and non-farm uses. The Agricultural Development Permit process 
guides subdivision adjacent to the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) to minimize impacts of non-
farm use on agriculture. Further conditions and objectives justifying this DPA are identified below.” 
 
APPLICABLE AREA 
This DPA applies to all areas shown on Map 10 including the area within 50 m from an Agricultural 
Land Reserve boundary. 
 
EXEMPTIONS 
A Development Permit will not be required if the development consists of the following: 
a. The application is for a subdivision only, provided all lots are of sufficient size and 

configuration to accommodate the Landscape Buffer and other requirements of this DPA at 
time of development. 

b. The subject property: 

 Has a naturally-occurring or previously-installed Landscape Buffer that:  
o is a minimum of 8 m wide for non-residential or 15 m wide for residential;  
o has an existing 1.8 m opaque fence along the property line; or 
o is otherwise comparable in achieving the objective of the DP requirements. 

 has ongoing maintenance secured by way of a restrictive covenant under section 219 of 
the Land Title Act or a Development Permit. 

c. A restrictive covenant under section 219 of the Land Title Act is registered on title. The 
covenant shall:  

 Require the property to have a Landscape Buffer that meets the minimum DP Guidelines; 

 Require a 1.8 m opaque fence along the property line; 

 Require the owner to achieve the DP requirements 

 Require ongoing maintenance of the buffer;  

 Require works to be completed in a time frame specified by the District.   
d. The proposed development is exclusively agriculture or a protected farm use under the Farm 

Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act. 
e. The proposed development does not include dwelling units within 50 m of the ALR boundary. 
f. Construction is only in relation to existing principal buildings or new accessory buildings or 

structures.” 
 

(g) Delete Section 21.4.10 and replace with the following:  
 
“21.4.10 Development should incorporate landscaping to sufficiently transition between 
agricultural and non-agricultural uses.” 
 

(h) Delete Section 21.4.13 and replace with the following: 
 
“21.4.13 The buffer should be installed prior to development of dwelling units.” 
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(i) Delete the content immediately beneath the heading Section 21.5 and delete the Section 21.5.1 in 
its entirety and replace with the following:  
 
“CATEGORY 
Section 488(1)(f) of the Local Government Act allows for the establishment of objectives for the 
form and character of commercial, industrial or multi-family residential development.  
 
JUSTIFICATION 
This Development Permit Area (DPA) ensures a high aesthetic standard that enhances 
neighbourhoods and minimizes conflict between uses. Multiple-unit residential development is 
critical to shaping neighbourhood and community character. Structures are often large and highly 
visible in the community. Further conditions and objectives justifying this DPA are identified 
below.” 
 
APPLICABLE AREA 
This DPA applies to all areas identified on Map 11, unless exempted. 
  
 EXEMPTIONS  
A Development Permit will not be required if the development consists of the following: 

a. The application is only for the subdivision of land or lot consolidations. 
b. Land alteration or site preparation activities do not involve any buildings or structures.  
c. The proposed development is exclusively non-residential. 
d. The proposed development is exclusively residential with four (4) or less dwelling units. 
e. External additions or alterations to existing buildings meet all the following conditions: 

i. Additions or alterations are valued less than $200,000 for materials and labour combined; 
ii. Changes are consistent with the general character of the development in terms of colour, 

material and form; 
iii. Additions are less than 25% of the existing floor area to a maximum of 200 square metres; 

and 
iv. Changes in the exterior design of a building on any one side involve an area less than 25%.”  

 
(j) Delete the content beneath the heading Section 21.6 and delete the Section 21.6.1 in its entirety 

and replace with the following:  
 
“CATEGORY 
Section 488(1)(d) and (f) of the Local Government Act allow for the revitalization of an area in 
which a commercial use is permitted and for the establishment of objectives for the form and 
character of commercial, industrial or multi-family residential development. 
 
JUSTIFICATION 
This Development Permit Area (DPA) establishes guidelines for the area identified as Town Centre 
and Main Street. This DPA ensures consistent high-quality architectural standards, pedestrian 
friendly, mixed use, attractive and consistent development. Further conditions and objectives 
justifying this DPA are identified below.”  
 
APPLICABLE AREA 
This DPA applies to all areas identified on Map 12, unless exempted. 
 
EXEMPTIONS 
A Development Permit will not be required if the development consists of the following: 
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a. The application is only for the subdivision of land or lot consolidations. 
b. Land alteration or site preparation activities do not involve any buildings or structures.  
c. The proposed development does not include any commercial, institutional or industrial uses. 
d. The proposed development is exclusively residential with four (4) or less dwelling units. 
e. External additions or alterations to existing buildings meet all the following conditions: 

i. Additions or alterations are valued less than $200,000 for materials and labour combined; 
ii. Changes are consistent with the general character of the development in terms of colour, 

material and form; 
iii. Additions are less than 25% of the existing floor area to a maximum of 200 square metres; 

and 
iv. Changes in the exterior design of a building on any one side involve an area less than 25%.”  

 
(k) Delete the content beneath the heading Section 21.7 and delete the Section 21.7.1 in its entirety 

and replace with the following:  
 
“CATEGORY 
Section 488(1)(d) and (f) of the Local Government Act allows the revitalization of an area in which 
a commercial use is permitted and the establishment of objectives for the form and character of 
commercial, industrial or multi-family residential development. 
 
JUSTIFICATION 
This Development Permit Area (DPA) ensures consistent, high-quality architectural standards. The 
permit process ensures commercial development occurs in a manner that achieves these goals. 
With respect to Agri-tourism Accommodations, a healthy agricultural sector is vital to the District’s 
economic and cultural wellbeing. Commercial accommodation within farming areas allows 
agriculturalists an opportunity to augment or subsidize on-farm revenue but not replace or 
compete with farm revenue. Agri-tourism Accommodation helps educate tourists about 
agricultural activities, increases awareness of local agriculture, supports community agriculture 
and enhances economic diversity while ensuring continued prosperity of farms. Further conditions 
and objectives justifying this DPA are identified below. 
 
APPLICABLE AREA 
This DPA applies to all areas identified on Map 13, unless exempted.” 
 
EXEMPTIONS  
A Development Permit will not be required if the development consists of the following: 
a. The application is only for the subdivision of land or lot consolidations. 
b. Land alteration or site preparation activities do not involve any buildings or structures.  
c. The proposed development does not include any commercial. 
d. External additions or alterations to existing buildings that meet all the following conditions: 

i. Additions or alterations are valued less than $200,000 for materials and labour combined; 
ii. Changes are consistent with the general character of the development in terms of colour, 

material and form; 
iii. Additions are less than 25% of the existing floor area to a maximum of 200 square metres; 

and 
iv. Changes in the exterior design of a building on any one side involve an area less than 25%.”  

e. The development is agri-tourism accommodations: 
i.  Construction is in relation to existing or new accessory buildings or structures; or 
ii.  Accommodation facilities have, or will have, four (4) or fewer units.”  
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(l) Add the following sections to Section 21.7 Commercial DP Area, immediately following Section 
21.7.31: 
 
“21.7.32 The use of impervious surfaces should be minimized. 
21.7.33 Agri-tourism accommodations will be sited on lots to minimize impacts with farm uses and 
ensure compatibility with the surrounding area. 
 

(m) Delete the content beneath the heading Section 21.8 and delete the Section 21.8.1 in its entirety 
and replace with the following:  
 
“CATEGORY 
Section 488(1)(f) of the Local Government Act allows for the establishment of objectives for the 
form and character of commercial, industrial or multi-family residential development. 
 
JUSTIFICATION 
This Development Permit Area (DPA) ensures consistent, high-quality architectural standards. 
Further conditions and objectives justifying this DPA are identified below.” 
 
APPLICABLE AREA 
This DPA applies to all land within areas shown on Map 14, unless exempted. 
 
EXEMPTIONS 
A Development Permit will not be required if the development consists of the following: 
a. The application is only for the subdivision of land or lot consolidations. 
b.  Land alteration or site preparation activities do not involve any buildings or structures.  
c. The proposed development does not include any industrial use.  
d.  External additions or alterations to existing buildings that meet all the following conditions: 

i. Additions or alterations are valued less than $200,000 for materials and labour 
combined; 

ii. Changes are consistent with the general character of the development in terms of 
colour, material and form; 

iii. Additions are less than 25% of the existing floor area to a maximum of 200 square 
metres; and 

iv. Changes in the exterior design of a building on any one side involve an area less than 
25%.”  

 
(n) Delete the content beneath the heading Section 21.9 and delete the Section 21.8.9 in its entirety 

and replace with the following:  
 
“CATEGORY 
Section 488(1)(a) of the Local Government Act allows for protection of the natural environment, its 
ecosystems and biological diversity. 
 

JUSTIFICATION 
A District sponsored study in 2006 with mapping updated in 2012, established a Sensitive 
Ecosystems Inventory which identified areas in the District that had significant environmental value 
that should be protected, including the preservation of corridors between the areas. Sensitive 
Habitat Inventory Mapping for the Vernon Creek riparian area was conducted in 2012 to identify 
fish habitat and associated sensitivities. The Regional Biodiversity Conservation Strategy in 2014 
identified significant natural areas in the Okanagan and how they can be protected. A Foreshore 
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Inventory Study and mapping was completed in 2016 to further refine and identify critically 
sensitive areas located along the Okanagan Lake shoreline. All of these mapping projects have been 
included within the Natural Environment DPA. This DPA also includes ecological corridors, foreshore 
areas of Okanagan, Wood and Kalamalka Lakes and riparian areas.  
 
This DPA seeks to protect these environmental features because of their significance as habitat for 
fish and wildlife, their vital functions in natural water storage and flood protection and their role in 
reducing climate change impacts. The ecological connectivity corridor is a wildlife corridor that 
connects Okanagan Mountain Provincial Park to Kalamalka Lake Provincial Park. These parks provide 
habitat for many species, but the ecological corridor allows species to move between the parks to 
find food and mates to ensure genetic diversity and the survival of species. The broader Natural 
Environment DPA area also covers a number of smaller local ecological corridors identified in the 
Sensitive Ecosystems Inventory that, if conserved or restored, will contribute to maintaining 
ecosystem connectivity within the District of Lake Country. This DPA mitigates the effect of 
development on the natural environment to protect environmentally sensitive areas in the 
community and lesson the negative effects of development on sensitive environmental features.  
 
The Riparian Areas Regulation requires the District to protect riparian areas from the effects of 
development and the District also wishes to consider the Species at Risk Act, Migratory Birds 
Convention Act and Wildlife Act to protect the environment from the effects of development.” 

 
APPLICABLE AREA 
This DPA applies to all land within areas shown on Map 15, unless exempted.”  
 
 EXEMPTIONS  
A Development Permit will not be required if the development consists of the following: 

a. Land is no longer considered environmentally sensitive due to the loss of environmental 
features, functions and conditions as a result of a previously approved development. 

b. Land is within the ALR or zoned for agricultural use, activities are considered normal farm 
practices as per the Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act and the subject area has 
been previously altered for agricultural purposes. 

c. Land is or has been used for mining or forestry-related development with an approved permit 
or licence from the Ministry of Energy, Mines & Petroleum Resources or the Ministry of 
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development. 

d. A restrictive covenant under section 219 of the Land Title Act is registered on title. The 
covenant shall:  

 Require the owner to accomplish the objectives of this DPA; 

 Require an Environmental Assessment or Baseline Management Report prepared by a 
Qualified Environmental Professional as an attachment to the covenant;  

 Require adherence to the professional report ensuring protection of environmentally-
significant natural areas and features identified in the report; and  

 Require indemnity to the benefit of the District.  
e. The construction, alteration, or addition to a building or structure, or alteration of land, is 

occurring outside of the DPA confirmed by the District or by a Qualified Registered Professional 
and identified on a survey completed by a registered BC Land Surveyor.  

f. Subdivision of land where all of the following conditions are met:  
i. Minimum lot areas are met excluding the area within the DPA; 
ii. No development activities related to the subdivision or servicing occurs within the DPA; 
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iii. The land within the DPA has been protected through dedication, a restrictive covenant 
under section 219 of the Land Title Act, or other provisions acceptable to the Approving 
Officer; and  
iv.  All requirements of the Districts Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw are met.” 
 

(o) Delete Section 21.10 Hillside DP Area Guidelines, in its entirety.  
 

(p) In Section 21.11 delete the headings and content under “Purpose”, “Justification”, “Applicable 
Area – Stability, Erosion and Drainage” and replace with the following:  
 
“CATEGORY 
Section 488(1) (a) and (b) of the Local Government Act allows protection of the natural 
environment, its ecosystems and biological diversity and protection of development from 
hazardous conditions. 
 
JUSTIFICATION 
A District study in 2006 identified areas in the community where stability should be considered 
potentially hazardous to development. A Stability Hazard Development Permit process was 
recommended to ensure development in the identified areas is conducted safely. District mapping 
also identified all drainage corridors. Development within a drainage corridor can block the natural 
flow of water and increases the risk of flooding to both the community and development. The 
2006 study and drainage corridor mapping identified the following areas: 

 Areas where that landscaping could address stability concerns - Map 17 A 

 Areas where soils are subject to high risk of erosion - Map 17 B 

 All known drainage corridors including offsets of 60 m - Map 17 C 
This Development Permit Area (DPA) mitigates impacts on development in areas with known 
stability concerns, sensitive soils and also identifies the impact drainage can have on development 
and the environment. Further conditions and objectives justifying this DPA are identified below. 
 
APPLICABLE AREA 
This DPA applies to all land within areas shown on Map 17, 17A, 17B and 17C, unless exempted.” 
 
EXEMPTIONS 
A Development Permit will not be required if the development consists of the following: 
a. Additions to buildings increase the floor area by less than 25% of the existing floor area. 
b. The application is for a lot consolidation. 
c. All grades within 15 m of the proposed disturbed area do not exceed 20% 
d. Land alteration, construction or alteration of buildings or structures, and subdivision resulting 

in the creation of not more than three additional lots, where a restrictive covenant under 
section 219 of the Land Title Act is registered on title. The covenant shall:  

 Require a report from a qualified professional confirming safe development of the 
property for the intended use;  

 Require the owner to accomplish the objectives of this DPA; and  

 Require indemnity to the benefit of the District.  
e. Construction of a new building or structure where a Stability, Erosion and Drainage Hazard DP 

has been registered on title at the time of subdivision, and:  
 i. is within the building envelope identified on the approved subdivision plan; and 
 ii. does not require lot grading to be substantially altered. 
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f. The construction, alteration, or addition to a building or structure, or alteration of land, occurs 
outside the DPA as determined by the District, or by a Qualified Registered Professional and 
identified on a survey prepared by a BC Land Surveyor. 

g. Routine maintenance of existing landscaping where there is no removal of vegetation, 
replacement with non-landscaped surfaces, or removal of trees unless done so at the 
recommendation and under the supervision of a Qualified Registered Professional 

 
(q) Delete the heading immediately above Section 21.11.4 and replace with “Stability 

Considerations”. 
 

(r) Delete the first sentence from Section 21.11.14 and replace with the following:  
 
“21.11.14 Development Permit Applications for areas identified in Map 17A must include a Site 
Plan and may include, where required by District Staff, additional plans and reports as noted 
below, in accordance with Section 491(4)(5) of the Local Government Act:” 
 

(s) Delete the heading immediately above Section 21.11.15 and replace with “Erosion 
Considerations”. 
 

(t) Delete the first sentence from Section 21.11.22 and replace with the following:  
 
“21.11.22 Development Permit Applications for areas identified in Map 17B must include a Site 
Plan, and may include, where required by District Staff, additional plans and reports as noted 
below in accordance with Section 491(4)(5) of the Local Government Act:” 
 

(u) Delete the heading immediately above Section 21.11.23 and replace with “Drainage 
Considerations”. 
 

(v) Delete the content beneath the heading Section 21.12 and delete the Section 21.12.1 in its 
entirety and replace with the following:  
 
“CATEGORY 
Section 488(1)(b) of the Local Government Act allows protection of development from hazardous 
conditions. 
 
JUSTIFICATION 
This Development Permit Area (DPA) establishes guidelines to minimize the risk of wildfire to 
development, life and property while balancing tree retention with wildfire protection, particularly 
on large lots abutting natural areas. A 2001 District study identified areas in the community 
exposed to a high risk of wildland fire which can be hazardous to development. The study 
recommended the Wildland Fire Development Permit process to ensure development in these 
areas is conducted safely. The District will continue to review efficiency of guidelines along with 
additional studies as development in Lake Country has changed significantly since 2001. The 
District does not encourage tree removal although for areas where wildland fire risk is higher, tree 
management strategies should be considered. Further conditions and objectives justifying this 
DPA are identified below.” 
 
APPLICABLE AREA 
This DPA applies to all land within areas shown on Map 18, unless exempted.”   
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EXEMPTIONS   
A Development Permit will not be required if the development consists of the following: 
a. The application is for a lot consolidation. 
b. The removal of trees or other plant materials is done in accordance with Wildland Fire DP Area 

Guidelines and BC FireSmart Guides. 
c. Land alteration, construction or alteration of buildings and structures, and subdivision 

resulting in the creation of not more than three additional lots as long as a restrictive 
covenant under section 219 of the Land Title Act is registered on title. The covenant shall:  

 Require the owner to confirm development, ongoing maintenance and use of the property 
will occur in accordance with BC Fire Smart Guidelines;  

 Require indemnity to the benefit of the District. 
 

(w) Delete Section 21.13 Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Resource Conservation DP Area Guidelines, 
in its entirety. 
 

(x) Delete Section 21.14 Agri-Tourism Accommodation DP Area, in its entirety. 
  

(y) Delete Map 16 – Hillside Development Permit Area. 
 

(z) Delete Map 19 Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Resource Conservation Development Permit Area. 
 

(aa) Delete Map 20 Agri-Tourism Accommodation Development Permit Area.  
 

1.4. Delete Section 22 - Development Approval Information in its entirety and replace with the following:  
 
"Development Approval Information (DAI) means information on the anticipated impact of a 
proposed activity or development on the community, including, without limiting this, information 
on matters such as: transportation patterns including traffic flow, local infrastructure, public 
facilities including schools and parks, community services and the natural environment of the 
affected area. 
 
Pursuant to section 485(1)(b) of the Local Government Act, the District may also specify 
circumstances in which DAI may be required and the substance of the information that may be 
required. 
 
Pursuant to Section 485.1 of the Local Government Act, all DPAs are designated as Development 
Approval Information (DAI) areas to guide and support new development that contributes to the 
goals and objectives of the Official Community Plan. The DAI required will be assessed on a case-
by-case basis and pursuant to Section 487(1) Local Government Act may be required for a 
development permit, zoning amendment or temporary use permit. 
 
The conditions and objectives that justify the designation of DAI Areas, include: 
 
(bullet) Lake Country is a rapidly growing community and this growth will impact neighbourhoods, 
businesses, service provision and infrastructure. Information may be required to 
assess impacts on nearby and adjacent development, including shadowing, noise, 
visual impacts and scale, impacts on community services, such as parks, schools and 
protective services, socio-economic impacts, and impacts on the transportation and 
utility network and infrastructure. 
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(bullet) Lake Country’s landscape includes hillsides, floodplains, wildfire interface areas and other 
unique landscapes. Information may be required to assess impacts on these landscapes and to 
protect people, property and infrastructure. 
 
(bullet) Lake Country is home to many sensitive terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems, a valley-wide 
airshed, agricultural lands and water bodies, including Okanagan Lake. Information may be 
required to guide and inform protection of this land, water and air.” 
 

2. If a portion of this bylaw is held invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, then the invalid portion must be 
severed and the remainder of this bylaw is deemed to have been adopted without the severed section, 
subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, clause or phrase. 
 

3. This Bylaw may be cited as “OCP Amendment (DP Exemptions) Bylaw 1225, 2024”. 
 
READ A FIRST TIME this _______ day of _______, 2024. 
READ A SECOND TIME this _______ day of _______, 2024. 
 
ADVERTISED on the _______ and _______ days of _______, 2024 and a Public Hearing held pursuant to Section 
464 of the Local Government Act Held on the xx day of 2024. 
 
READ A THIRD TIME this ___ day of __________, 2024. 
ADOPTED this ____ day of ________, 2024. 
 
 
 
________________________     _________________________ 
Mayor         Corporate Officer 
 



 

  

Report to Council 
District of Lake Country 

 
 

 
 
MEETING TYPE: Regular Council Meeting 
MEETING DATE:  March 19, 2024  
AUTHOR: Jared Kassel, Director of Planning & Development 
DEPARTMENT: Planning and Development 
ITEM TITLE: Development Approval Procedures Discussion 
DESCRIPTION: Discussion on Delegation Authority and Minor Development Variances 
 

 
PURPOSE 
To discuss potential improvements to streamline the Development Approval Procedures Bylaw, 1133, 2023.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
THAT staff be directed to prepare amendments to the Development Procedures Bylaw, 1133, 2023 at the next 
available meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Staff is seeking to improve timelines for development approvals by making adjustments to how Development 
Permit and variance applications are processed at the District.  The Development Approval Procedures bylaw is a 
key tool that staff use to process applications, and the bylaw needs updating to ensure a focus on customer service 
and reasonable timeframes for decisions on applications.   The current bylaw is cumbersome and difficult to 
manage when files need to be processed in a timely manner.  Therefore Staff is seeking Council direction regarding 
expanding delegation authority to the CAO or Director of Planning for an expanded list of Development Permits, as 
well as establishing delegation authority for Development Variances (to the Zoning Bylaw) that are considered 
minor in nature.   
 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
As population growth in Lake Country has boosted economic activity over the past several years, an increased 
number of Development Permit and variance applications have been received at the District.  In addition to the 
quantity of applications, there has also been an increase in the complexity of applications that require additional 
variances and technical oversight to ensure adherence to engineering and safety standards.  These factors have 
contributed to the large backlog of applications for relatively simple construction projects.  Currently, most of these 
DP applications are subject to a lengthy processing timeframe.    
 
Under the existing Development Approval Procedures Bylaw, a regular Development Permit (DP) requires approval 
from Council, however a Technical Development Permit (Technical DP’s) is authorized to be approved through 
administration (either the CAO or Director of Planning).  Subject to Council direction, the current idea is to increase 
staff delegation authority for limited-scope DP’s which affect multi-family residential, commercial and industrial 
development.  The additional files that would be delegated to staff for multi-family residential, commercial and 
industrial developments are typically minor in scope and would not include large-scale developments of a 
noteworthy significance.  With the additional delegation, approximately 6-8 current DP files would be affected from 
the current list of applications.  This would save considerable staff time for these files, as they are typically form 
and character permits that are evaluated on OCP guidelines for developments such as townhouses, and small-scale 
commercial developments.  The preparation of information and documents for Council reports that demonstrates 
this evaluation process requires considerable staff time compared to internal review of this information.  
Adherence to the OCP guidelines for these delegated DPs would still be ensured by staff through the application 
review process.   
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As an additional change to the bylaw, it is proposed that the District introduce Development Variance Permits of a 
minor nature.  Currently, there are 18 variance applications in the queue waiting for a decision.  Of the 18 variance 
applications in the queue, approximately 9 would be considered minor.  A minor variance could include relatively 
small changes to parcel coverage, height of buildings, setbacks and landscaping.  Staff would also continue to bring 
variances to Council if a particular development is deemed important and has significant impacts on the 
community, based on whether the District receives a significant number of written comments during the 
community notification process.  Specific details would be brought forward for 1st reading at the next available 
Council meeting as part of the bylaw amendment process.   
 
APPLICABLE LEGISLATION, BYLAWS AND POLICY  
Community Charter: Section 15(1) provides the authority for a local government to establish a system of 
licenses, permits and approvals to support the land use planning authorities found mainly in Part 14 of the 
Local Government Act. 
 
Local Government Act: Division 7 – Part 14 – This is the principal legislation used in the Province of B.C. to 
govern land use within a municipality. A number of “tools” available in the Act are described under separate 
headings. Sections 488 through 497 provide the authority and guidance for Development Permit Area 
designation, issuance and exemption. In particular, Section 490(2) states: “The authority under subsection (1) 
must be exercised only in accordance with the applicable guidelines specified under section 488 in an official 
community plan or zoning bylaw.” 
 
Official Community Plan (OCP): In the District of Lake Country, Development Permit Areas (DPAs) are designated in 
the OCP. DPAs identify locations that need special treatment for certain purposes, including the protection of the 
natural environment, protection of development from hazards, establishing objectives for form and character, 
revitalization of an area or establishing objectives to promote energy conservation, water conservation or 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Specifically, Section 21 of the OCP contains guidelines for how 
development proposed in a DPA can address the special conditions or objectives and situations where 
development is exempt from those requirements. 
 
Zoning Bylaw: Zoning regulations are the principal tool is used to implement local government land use plans. 
Local Government Act Section 488(3) provides the opportunity to establish DPA guidelines in a Zoning Bylaw. 
 
Development Application Procedures Bylaw: In the Local Government Act, Section 460 requires that “a local 
government that has adopted an Official Community Plan bylaw or a Zoning bylaw must, by bylaw, define 
procedures under which an owner of land may apply” to amend the bylaw or for issuance of a permit in 
accordance with that plan or bylaw. Furthermore, specific types of information may be required to support the 
decision-making process, and the authority for requiring this information is located in Local Government Act, 
Part 14, Division 6 (Sections 484 through 487). 
 

 
CONSULTATION  
The CAO, Director of Corporate Services and members of the Planning department participated in several 
discussions prior to the drafting of this Council report for information.  Should Council provide direction to make 
changes to the bylaw, a communication plan will be developed and sent to stakeholders as well as posted on the 
District’s website.   
 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITIES  

☐ Create and Support Opportunities for a Healthy, Active and Inclusive Community 

☐ Create Infrastructure That Meets Community Needs 

☐ Encourage Growth of the Downtown Core 

☐ Ensure Sustainable Water Service Delivery for the Community 



 3 

 

☐ Explore Opportunities to Engage With Regional Local Governments for the Betterment of the Community 

☐ Honour Reconciliation by Strengthening Relationships and Inclusiveness With Our Indigenous Partners 

☒ Identify and support improvements to the Development Process  

☐ Implement the Agricultural Plan 

☐ Preserve, Protect and Enhance Our Natural Environment 

☐ Secure long term wastewater service delivery for our community 

☐ Support Opportunities to Diversify Lake Country’s Tax Base 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH MASTER PLANS  

☐ Agricultural Plan ☒ Official Community Plan 

☐ Climate Action Charter ☐ Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2019 

☒ Housing Needs Report ☐ Sanitary Sewer System Map 

☐ Liquid Waste Management Plan Stage 1/2 Report  ☐ Transit Future Plan-Central Okanagan Region-DRAFT 

☐ McCoubrey Plateau Area Structure Plan ☐ Transportation for Tomorrow 

☐ Mobility Master Plan ☐ Water Master Plan 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jared Kassel, Director of Planning & Development 
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Report to Council 
District of Lake Country 

 
 

 
 
MEETING TYPE: Regular Council Meeting 
MEETING DATE:  March 19th, 2024  
AUTHOR: Darren Lee, Fire Chief 
DEPARTMENT: Protective Services 
ITEM TITLE: Additional UBCM CRI-FCFS Grant Funding Application for 2024 
DESCRIPTION: Request for Council Decision to support the additional UBCM CRI-FCFS Grant Funding 

Application of $100,000 for 2024  
 

 
PURPOSE 
 
Staff are seeking Council approval to apply to the UBCM Community Resiliency Investment – Fire Smart Community 
Funding and Supports for an additional $100,000 in 2024. This would allow the District of Lake Country to secure up 
to $300,000 in 2024 and $200,000 in 2025 to fund a suite of FireSmart related services and projects across the 
community.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
THAT an application to the UBCM Community Resiliency Investment - Fire Smart Community Funding for an 
additional $100,000 in 2024 for FireSmart related programs and services, be supported;  
AND THAT pending approval of the additional $100,000 grant, staff be directed to amend the 2024 Financial Plan 
and administer the grant;  
AND THAT the District be responsible for providing overall management of the grant. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The District of Lake Country (District) and the Lake Country Fire Department (LCFD) have experienced numerous 
Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) emergencies over the past several years. The ‘Nighthawk Fire’ was widely regarded 
as the WUI incident of note for the District. This was until the ‘Clarke Creek Wildfire’ burned approximately 360 
hectares, damaged private property, damaged public property and triggered the evacuation alerts and orders for 
approximately 2,354 properties. 
 
At the regular Council meeting on October 3rd, 2023 Council received a report from staff titled ‘2024 and 2025 UBCM 
CRI-FCFS Grant Application’ which is included as ‘Attachment A’ to this report. Council directed staff to proceed with 
application to the combined 2024 and 2025 intake for the UBCM Community Resiliency Investment – Fire Smart 
Community Funding and Supports (UBCM CRI-FCFS) for $200,000 in 2024 and $200,000 in 2025. This grant funding 
is intended to support a suite of FireSmart related services and projects over the next two years. 
 
During the final reporting process for the 2023 UBCM CRI-FCFS and application to the combined 2024 and 2025 UBCM 
CRI-FCFS, staff learned that the District of Lake Country is now eligible to apply for an additional $100,000 in 2024. 
Page 21 of the UBCM CRI-FCFS Program Guide defines the eligible activities for this additional funding and provides 
some background information. 
 
LGPS CRI-FCFS Allocation-based 2024 Program Guide 2024.02.pdf (ubcm.ca) 
 

https://www.ubcm.ca/sites/default/files/2024-02/LGPS_CRI-FCFS%20Allocation-based_2024%20ProgGuide_2024.02.pdf
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The District of Lake Country was identified by the Province as one of the communities directly impacted during the 
2023 wildfire season. This additional $100,000 is intended to support the anticipated increase in demands for 
FireSmart related programs and services in 2024. Staff has observed an increase in the number of requests for  
FireSmart related services and supports since the Clarke Creek Wildfire. The rate of inquiry has been steady over 
winter months and staff anticipate this trend to continue. 
 
Staff are planning to utilize the additional $100,000 to increase FireSmart Assessments of private property and critical 
government infrastructure. Staff also plan to utilize additional funding for the continued delivery of public education 
at public events such as Fire Department Open House Day, School District 23 Programs, Live! in Lake Country and 
other events through 2024 and beyond. 
 
Assessments | FireSmart BC 
Wildfire Community Preparedness Day is almost here | FireSmart BC 
 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
 
At the regular Council meeting on October 3rd, 2023 Council received a report from staff tiled ‘2024 and 2025 UBCM 
CRI-FCFS Grant Application.’ That report is attached to this report as Attachment A. On October 3rd, 2023 Council 
directed staff to make application to the combined 2024 and 2025 intake for the UBCM CRI-FCFS to secure up to 
$200,000 in 2024 and $200,000 in 2025. Staff are required to provide the UBCM with an additional certified Council 
Resolution to support the District of Lake Country application to the UBCM CRI-FCFS for the additional $100,000 in 
2024. 
 
APPLICABLE LEGISLATION, BYLAWS AND POLICY  
 
All First Nations and Local Governments in British Columbia are eligible to apply UBCM CRI-FCFS. Eligible applicants 
are allowed to submit one application per intake, including regional applications or participation as a partnering 
applicant in a regional application. Eligible applicants with a higher risk of wildfire, such as WUI Risk Class 1, 2 and 3, 
could apply for 100% of the cost of eligible activities to a typical maximum of $200,000 per application. Staff had 
assessed the Districts WUI Risk Class using the available provincial mapping referenced in the application package.  
 
WUI_RiskClass_36x48L_82L_SW.pdf (gov.bc.ca) 
 
The full amount of $200,000 was awarded to the District of Lake Country in the 2023 intake and staff anticipate that 
the District of Lake Country is eligible to secure up to $300,000 in 2024 and $200,000 in 2025. It is unclear if additional 
UBCM CRI-FCFS funds will be made available to FireSmart communities directly impacted by wildfires in the future. 
 

IMPACT ON INFRASTRUCTURE, SERVICES AND STAFF CAPACITY (if applicable) 
 
The single biggest limiting factor in the delivery of FireSmart related programs and services is staff capacity. The 
addition of FTE’s to the fire department in 2024 should help increase the ability to respond to requests from the 
community when those resources join the organization. It is important to note that paid-on-call firefighters continue 
to play a key role in supporting FireSmart and public education throughout the community. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

☐ None ☐ Budget Previously Approved  ☒ Other (see below) 
 
Eligible applicants with a higher risk of wildfire, such as WUI Risk Class 1, 2 and 3, may apply for 100% of the cost of 
eligible activities under the UBCM CRI-FCFS. This creates an opportunity to make a positive impact on community 
resilience to wildfire without having to access funding from financial reserves or new taxation. 
 
CONSULTATION (Internal referrals, External Agencies, Committees, Stakeholders) 
 

https://firesmartbc.ca/resource-types/assessments/
https://firesmartbc.ca/wildfire-community-preparedness-day-is-almost-here/
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/HPR/external/!publish/WUI_RiskClass/Maps/Southeast/WUI_RiskClass_36x48L_82L_SW.pdf
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No specific referrals are required for the District of Lake Country to make application to the UBCM CRI-FCFS. All First 
Nations and Local Governments in British Columbia are eligible to apply UBCM CRI-FCFS. Once funding is awarded 
consultation is required for specific projects. One such example is the planning for the current Wildfire Risk Reduction 
Project on Spion Kop. Staff and the contracted Registered Professional Forester worked carefully with First Nations 
and the BC Forest Service to develop a plan that considers a wide range of cultural and environmental factors.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS (if applicable)  
 
No specific communication is required for the District of Lake Country to make application to the UBCM CRI-FCFS. 
Once funding is awarded, effective communications are key to successful FireSmart programs and initiatives. District 
of Lake Country Communications staff and District of Lake Country Parks Recreation and Culture staff are an integral 
part of community engagement.    
 
ALIGNMENT WITH COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITIES  

☒ Create and Support Opportunities for a Healthy, Active and Inclusive Community 

☐ Create Infrastructure That Meets Community Needs 

☐ Encourage Growth of the Downtown Core 

☐ Ensure Sustainable Water Service Delivery for the Community 

☐ Explore Opportunities to Engage With Regional Local Governments for the Betterment of the Community 

☒ Honour Reconciliation by Strengthening Relationships and Inclusiveness With Our Indigenous Partners 

☐ Identify and support improvements to the Development Process  

☐ Implement the Agricultural Plan 

☒ Preserve, Protect and Enhance Our Natural Environment 

☐ Secure long term wastewater service delivery for our community 

☐ Support Opportunities to Diversify Lake Country’s Tax Base 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH MASTER PLANS  

☐ Agricultural Plan ☐ Official Community Plan 

☒ Climate Action Charter ☒ Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2019 

☐ Housing Needs Report ☐ Sanitary Sewer System Map 

☐ Liquid Waste Management Plan Stage 1/2 Report  ☐ Transit Future Plan-Central Okanagan Region-DRAFT 

☐ McCoubrey Plateau Area Structure Plan ☐ Transportation for Tomorrow 

☐ Mobility Master Plan ☐ Water Master Plan 

 
OPTIONS 
 
A. THAT an application to the UBCM Community Resiliency Investment - Fire Smart Community Funding for an 

additional $100,000 in 2024 for FireSmart related programs and services, be supported;  
AND THAT pending approval of the additional $100,000 grant, staff be directed to amend the 2024 Financial Plan 
and administer the grant;  
AND THAT the District be responsible for providing overall management of the grant. 
 

B. THAT staff delay the application to the UBCM Community Resiliency Investment – Fire Smart Community Funding 
and report back to Council with additional details on the works and projects that are eligible to be funded by the 
UBCM Community Resiliency Investment Fund. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Darren Lee, Fire Chief 
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Report to Council 
District of Lake Country 

 
 

 
 
MEETING TYPE: Regular Council Meeting 
MEETING DATE:  October 3rd, 2023 
AUTHOR: [Sponsor] 
DEPARTMENT: Protective Services 
ITEM TITLE: Attachment A-Additional UBCM CRI-FCFS Grant Funding for 2024.docx 
DESCRIPTION: [Document Description] 
 

 
QUESTION  
 
Does Council wish to direct staff to make application to the combined 2024 and 2025 intake for the UBCM Community 
Resiliency Investment Fund; to secure up to $200,000 in 2024 and an additional $200,000 in 2025 to fund a suite of 
FireSmart BC related services and projects. This application will include provisions to fund the development of a 
FireSmart BC Bylaw for the District of Lake Country and a supporting provision to assess complementary Bylaws to 
ensure they are aligned to support the development of a fire adapted community.  
 
OPTIONS 
 
A. THAT the staff be directed to make application to the combined 2024 and 2025 intake for the UBCM Community 

Resiliency Investment Fund to secure up to $200,000 in 2024 and $200,000 in 2025. 
AND THAT the District of Lake Country provide overall grant management. 
AND FURTHER THAT, if successful a portion of the grant funds be allocated towards the development of FireSmart 
tools for the District of Lake Country that support the development of creating a fire adapted community 
 

B. THAT staff be directed to report back to Council with additional details on the works and projects 100% funded 
by the UBCM Community Resiliency Investment Fund grant prior to amending the 2024 Financial Plan.  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The District of Lake Country (District) and the Lake Country Fire Department (LCFD) have experienced several 
Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) emergencies over the past several years. The ‘Nighthawk Fire’ was widely regarded 
as the WUI incident of note for the District until the McDougal Creek Wildfire burned approximately 330 hectares 
and threatened approximately 2,354 properties within the community.  
 
Over the past two decades, Staff and LCFD Firefighters have also been called to assist our neighbors directly in their 
communities and in the Emergency Operations Centre. The frequency, complexity, and severity of WUI emergencies 
across British Columbia is trending upward. The WUI issue in the interior of British Columbia is a complicated problem 
with numerous casual factors that include but are not limited to: 
 

 80+ years of successful modern wildfire suppression, 

 Evolving forest health issues, 

 Evolving impacts of climate change, and 

 Expanding development in the WUI. 
 
To support Local Governments and First Nations throughout British Columbia, the Provincial Government created 
the Community Resiliency Investment (CRI) Fund in 2018. The CRI and its three separate funding streams are intended 
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to reduce the risk of wildfires and mitigate impacts on communities. The Fund was expanded for the 2023 intake, 
and now includes a wide range of eligible costs related to locally directed FireSmart BC programs and associated 
mitigation, emergency preparedness and emergency response Previous to the 2023 wildifre season the Province was 
attempting to streamline the application process by combining the 2024 and 2025 intakes into a single application. 
In wake of the 2023 wildfire season the Province is attempting to simplify the application and reporting process by 
shifting to an allocation-based funding model. 
 
FireSmart shifting to allocation-based funding for higher risk areas in 2024 | Union of BC Municipalities (ubcm.ca) 
 
The District has accessed funding through the CRI. In 2023 the LCFD used funding from this grant to start a formal 
Fire Smart BC program and continue several Wildfire Risk Reduction (WRR) projects. The planning for these current 
WRR projects have been funded through the CRI for a number of years. WRR projects fall under Stream-2 of the CRI. 
Stream-2 is managed by the Ministry of  Forests and is intended to be used for WRR on Crown Lands only. This funding 
stream is not to be used for mitigation efforts on private property.    
 
In 2022 Staff investigated the eligible costs under Stream-1 of the CRI. In September of 2022, staff sought Councils 
approval to make an application to the UBCM FireSmart Community Funding & Supports program for an initial ask of 
$200,000 to secure funding for a FireSmart Coordinator and associated costs.  
 

The FireSmart Community Funding & Supports program provides funding to local governments and First 
Nations in BC to increase community resiliency by undertaking community-based FireSmart planning and 
activities that reduce the community’s risk from wildfire.  

 
FireSmart Community Funding & Supports | Union of BC Municipalities (ubcm.ca) 
 
The timing of the initial Request for a Council Decision was based upon the 2023 intake for the FireSmart Community 
Funding & Supports program that opened October 1st, 2022. UBCM Staff indicated that applications would take 
approximately 90 days to process. District staff worked to ensure that the District’s application was at the front of 
the queue when the UBCM began processing the 2023 applications in the fall of 2022. Unfortunately, resourcing 
issues and other administrative challenges delayed the approval process. During the delay, staff gathered 
considerable information as to what is working well in other communities. While this information will help inform 
the development of Districts Fire Smart program, staff were unable to fully utilize grant funding in the 2023 budget 
process.  
 
KEY INFORMATION 
 
The history of FireSmart Canada goes back to 1990 when a multi-agency committee was established to address 
common concerns about wildfire in the wildland urban interface, where natural wildland environments and human 
development come together. FireSmart has evolved over the past 33-years and today it helps protect residents, their 
homes, neighbourhoods, critical infrastructure, and vital natural resources from wildfire. FireSmart advocates a 
shared responsibility involving all levels of government with participation from the private sector and neighbourhood 
leaders. FireSmart programs utilize seven disciplines to help neighbourhoods address the threat of wildfire. These 
are as follows: 
 

 Education, 

 Emergency Planning, 

 Vegetation Management,  

 Legislation,  

 Development,  

 Interagency Cooperation, and  

 Cross Training. 
 
About FireSmart | FireSmart Canada 

https://www.ubcm.ca/about-ubcm/latest-news/firesmart-shifting-allocation-based-funding-higher-risk-areas-2024#:~:text=Allocation%2Dbased%20funding%20is%20for,through%20the%20allocation%2Dbased%20funds.
https://www.ubcm.ca/cri/firesmart-community-funding-supports
https://firesmartcanada.ca/about-firesmart/
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Through the LCFD’s 2022 annual training plan, several key staff members and paid-on-call firefighters completed the 
32-hour FireSmart BC Home Partners Program – Wildfire Mitigation Specialist Course. This training helped fire 
personnel gain expertise in the seven disciplines with a specific focus on working with and from the community out 
into the natural wildland environment. The Wildfire Mitigation Specialist Course has allowed staff to network and 
gain insight into what programs and initiatives are making a positive impact regionally and provincially. 
 
FireSmart Home Partners Program | FireSmart Canada 
 
As was mentioned above, staff investigated the eligible costs under Stream-1 of the CRI and are sought Councils 
approval and make application to the UBCM FireSmart Community Funding & Supports program for an initial ask of 
$200,000 to secure funding for various mitigation and FireSmart program costs. In May of 2023 staff finally received 
notification from UBCM staff and BCWS staff that the District of Lake Country Application had been approved to a 
maximum allowable value of $200,000. It is important to note that the combined intake for 2024 and 2025 will permit 
a single application for a maximum of $400,000 that will support programs and staffing over two years.  
 
DESIRED BENEFIT  
 
FireSmart BC programs are making significant improvements in their community’s resiliency to wildfire within two or 
three years however no single staffing model has emerged as the most impactful. The one common trait among the 
successful FireSmart BC programs focusing on building relationships in their respective communities through 
considerable investments in their local schools, service clubs, and community associations. 
 
The general allocation of funding in the previously approved in the 2023 application was: 
 

 $20,000 for fuel management prescriptions 

 $45,000 for structural protection unit (year 1 of 4)  

 $ 135,000 for operational expenses and staff time 
 
Unfortunately, the CRI was very prescriptive and the LCFD struggled to find the right fit for staffing. With the shift to 
an allocation-based funding model, staff are cautiously optimistic that the funding may now be a better fit for the 
LCFD and support the additional FTE’s in the 2024 financial plan. If the combined 2024 and 2025 application is 
successful, staff will be able to fully inform Council during the development of the 2024 District of Lake Country 
financial plan.  
 
STRATEGIC RELEVANCE AND COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY 
 
Securing funding for and creating an effective FireSmart BC program for the District of lake Country was aligned 
with all five of Councils 2022 Strategic Priorities.  
 

 Infrastructure - Fire Smart can help improve protection specific critical infrastructure such as wastewater 
treatment facilities, drinking water treatment facilities and other assets by creating defensible space in and 
around these facilities. 

 Economy - Fire Smart can support the local economy by making homes and businesses and more resilient by to 
the impacts of wildfire 

 Governance – FireSmart will create opportunities to work with regional partners, provincial partners and First 
Nations. 

 Environment – FireSmart can help public and private properties to live with current and future wildfire 
potentials. 

 Social – FireSmart will allow the District to connect with individuals, groups and associations within the 
community. 

 

https://firesmartcanada.ca/programs/firesmart-home-partners-program/
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FireSmart BC funding rules allow staff and consultants to amend policy and plans as they relate to mitigating the 
impacts of wildfire. The intent is to help local governments become more resilient to the threat of wildfire by 
mitigating current conditions while building the future mindful of the potential impacts of wildfire.  
 
REQUISITES 
 
All First Nations and Local Governments in British Columbia are eligible to apply UBCM CRI. Eligible applicants are 
allowed to submit one application per intake, including regional applications or participation as a partnering applicant 
in a regional application. Eligible applicants with a higher risk of wildfire, such as WUI Risk Class 1, 2 and 3, could 
apply for 100% of the cost of eligible activities to a maximum of $200,000 per application. Staff have assessed the 
Districts WUI Risk Class using the available provincial mapping referenced in the application package. The full amount 
of $200,000 was awarded to the District of Lake Country in the 2023 intake.  
 
WUI_RiskClass_36x48L_82L_SW.pdf (gov.bc.ca) 
 
UNINTENDED OUTCOMES 
 
Staff originally planned on the LCFD being able to add seasonal or full FTE personnel for FireSmart BC programs. 2023 
was an educational year and, staff are learning that many local FireSmart programs are evolving away from 
specialized personnel and making the shift to FireSmart as a portfolio or task within existing job descriptions. Staff 
believe that the LCFD can develop a FireSmart program that will fit the needs of the community and mitigate the 
unintended outcomes experienced by other local governments.  With the shift to an allocation-based funding model, 
staff are cautiously optimistic that the CRI will be a better fit and support the addition of complimentary FTE’s in the 
2024 financial plan. 
 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
 
If Council supports Option-A, staff will be able to utilize the $200,000 in CRI grant funding in 2024 and utilize an 
additional $200,000 in CRI grant funding in 2025 to supplement the respective budgets. Other than the significant 
investment of staff time there is no financial risk to the District.  
 
IMPACT ON STAFF CAPACITY AND FINANCIAL RESOURCES  
 
In terms of the impact on staff capacity, securing funding for 2024 and 2025 will allow the LCFD to designate a 
manager to the ‘FireSmart Coordinator’ portfolio to provide management, leadership, planning, and coordination of 
the suite of programs and services supported by the CRI funding. This will also allow the LCFD to designate staff 
members to the ‘FireSmart Specialists’ portfolio. FireSmart specialist work under the direction of FireSmart 
coordinators and deliver frontline service to the community. This model has allowed other communities to allocate 
sufficient staff time and resources towards ensuring that their programs are impactful. It is unknown if the LCFD 
would require additional ‘Fire Smart’ support in form of FTE’s but staff will asses needs throughout 2024. 
 
The commitment to meet the communities demand for FireSmart related services and supports will require at least 
one additional FTE in 2024. This will ensure that other critical internal functions are addressed such as administration, 
human resources, payroll, technology, and statutory compliance. 
 
Other external pressures related to the new BC Fire Safety Act, new BC Emergency Program Act, new BC Firefighter 
Minimum Training Standard, updated EMA First Responder Licensing and evolving RDCO Regional Programs are 
forcing change upon the LCFD and demanding additional staff time.  
 
 

https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/HPR/external/!publish/WUI_RiskClass/Maps/Southeast/WUI_RiskClass_36x48L_82L_SW.pdf
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While the FireSmart BC suite of programs and services can help reduce the risks associated with wildfire, it is essential 
for Council to understand that LCFD is dealing with considerable pressure on the paid-on-call firefighter program and 
fire maintenance operator program. These areas need to be supported to maintain levels of service to the 
community. These programs need to be expanded to keep pace with the growing population, growing building stock, 
growing infrastructure, and the associated demands for service from the community. A separate financial analysis 
surrounding future staffing will be provided with the 2024 financial plan.  
 
ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
Option A provides the District the best opportunity to utilize as much of the $200,000 awarded for 2024 and the 
$200,000 awarded for 2025 as possible. The harmonized 2024 and 2025 CRI application will open October 1st, 2023. 
This initial round of funding will be a benefit to the District and allow staff to grow the program as required. 
 
In closing, staff would like to thank Council for their thoughtful consideration of this proposal. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
[Sponsor] 
 

Report Approval Details 

Document Title: 20254 and 2025 UBCM CRI FireSmart BC Grant Application.docx 

Attachments:  

Final Approval Date:  

 

This report and all its attachments were approved and signed as outlined below: 
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Report to Council 
District of Lake Country 

 
 

 
 
MEETING TYPE: Regular Council Meeting 
MEETING DATE:  March 19, 2024 
AUTHOR: Darren Lee, Fire Chief 
DEPARTMENT: Protective Services 
ITEM TITLE: EMCR Contribution Agreement 
DESCRIPTION: $40,000 EMCR grant for First Nations consultation required under the new BC Emergency and 

Disaster Management Act.   
 

 
PURPOSE 
 
To inform Council of the requirement for First Nations consultation included in the new BC Emergency and Disaster 
Management Act which replaced the previous BC Emergency Program Act in November of 2023. And secure $40,000 
in grant funding from EMCR to assist in the District of Lake Country in undertaking the additional consultation with 
Indigenous Governing Bodies. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Mayor and CAO be authorized to sign the EMCR Contribution Agreement; 
AND THAT the 2024 Financial Plan be amended to include the grant amount of $40,000; 
AND THAT staff be authorized administer the EMCR grant on behalf of the District of Lake Country.   
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
  
 The new British Columbia Emergency and Disaster Management Act (EDMA) received royal assent on 
November 8th, 2023. This act replaced the previous British Columbia Emergency Program Act (EPA) and brings in 
comprehensive changes for emergency management. The province intends to provide additional details and 
implement EDMA throughout 2024.  
  
 EDMA places more responsibility on local governments which will impact the District of Lake Country (DLC) 
and the RDCO Regional Emergency Program. EDMA identifies the boundaries of treaty lands and coordination 
agreements to consider indigenous knowledge, traditional territories, and treaty areas in emergency management 
planning, risk assessments and decision-making. To assist local governments, meet this requirement, the province 
has provided a $40,000 direct award grant on the condition that they sign the provincial contribution agreement 
March 31st, 2024. 
 
This funding stream is intended to support municipalities and regional districts in meeting their legislated 
requirements under EDMA. Indigenous Governing Bodies are receiving similar grants from EMCR to support their 
participation in the engagement process with local governments under EDMA.  
 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
 
One of the key changes in EDMA includes the previously mentioned agreements with IGB’s. Under EDMA, each local 
government within the RDCO is required to sign the EMCR Contribution Agreement by March 31st, 2024.  
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Staff from the five local governments within the RDCO have discussed coordination of consultation with the 
Indigenous Governing Bodies via the RDCO Regional Emergency Program. Coordinating consultation efforts would 
meet legislative requirements, build stronger relationships, and respect the impact this work will have on Indigenous 
Governing Bodies and their staff.   
 
EDMA also requires: 
 

 Incorporation of traditional Indigenous knowledge into risk assessments; 

 Consultation on all aspects of emergency planning; 

 Consultation on the use of certain powers when declaring a State of Local Emergency and declaring a Recovery 
Period; and 

 Local authorities are expected to consult with every Indigenous Governing Bodies that acts on behalf of 
Indigenous Peoples who’s traditional or treaty territory overlaps with the Regional Districts jurisdiction.  

 

In addition to consultation, cooperation, and collaboration with Indigenous Governing Bodies, local governments are 
now required to: 
 

 Prepare risk assessments for all foreseeable hazards and prepare emergency management plans informed by 
those risk assessments; 

 This includes identification of risk and undertaking of mitigation actions for identified risks; 

 Local governments are also required to develop business continuity plans that inform how essential services will 
be provided during an emergency; and 

 Each local government is responsible for their own plans and may be required to submit reports to the province.  

 
APPLICABLE LEGISLATION, BYLAWS AND POLICY  
 
The applicable provincial legislation is the new British Columbia Emergency and Disaster Management Act (EDMA) 
received royal assent on November 8th, 2023. 
 
Bill 31 – 2023: Emergency and Disaster Management Act (leg.bc.ca) 
 
The applicable local bylaw RDCO Emergency Management Program Bylaw which was last updated by the RDCO 
Boad in 2019. 
 
Emergency-Program-Bylaw-No.-1444.pdf (rdco.com) 
 
IMPACT ON INFRASTRUCTURE, SERVICES AND STAFF CAPACITY (if applicable) 
 
Initial assessment of EDMA indicates that significant new requirements for emergency management could be 
placed on the DLC and its staff. The DLC is a partner in the RDCO Emergency Management Program. Staff at the 
RDCO coordinate a range of emergency planning activities under this program and they are supported by a range 
of staff from the DLC. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

☐ None ☐ Budget Previously Approved  ☒ Other (see below) 
 
The $40,000 EMCR grant will be included in the DLC 2024 Financial Plan. The associated works and services would be 
100% funded through this grant. It is anticipated that in-kind staff time will be required to undertake consultation, 
cooperation, and collaboration with the OKIB, WFN and ONA. 
 
CONSULTATION (Internal referrals, External Agencies, Committees, Stakeholders) 
 

https://www.leg.bc.ca/Pages/BCLASS-Legacy.aspx#%2Fcontent%2Fdata%2520-%2520ldp%2Fpages%2F42nd4th%2F3rd_read%2Fgov31-3.htm
https://www.rdco.com/en/your-government/resources/Bylaws/Emergency-Program-Bylaw-No.-1444.pdf
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Initial consultation with has been undertaken at the staff level amongst the five local governments within the RDCO. 
No formal referrals or consultation has been undertaken to date. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS (if applicable)  
 
Not Applicable. 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITIES  

☒ Create and Support Opportunities for a Healthy, Active and Inclusive Community 

☐ Create Infrastructure That Meets Community Needs 

☐ Encourage Growth of the Downtown Core 

☐ Ensure Sustainable Water Service Delivery for the Community 

☐ Explore Opportunities to Engage With Regional Local Governments for the Betterment of the Community 

☒ Honour Reconciliation by Strengthening Relationships and Inclusiveness With Our Indigenous Partners 

☐ Identify and support improvements to the Development Process  

☐ Implement the Agricultural Plan 

☐ Preserve, Protect and Enhance Our Natural Environment 

☐ Secure long term wastewater service delivery for our community 

☐ Support Opportunities to Diversify Lake Country’s Tax Base 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH MASTER PLANS  

☐ Agricultural Plan ☐ Official Community Plan 

☒ Climate Action Charter ☐ Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2019 

☐ Housing Needs Report ☐ Sanitary Sewer System Map 

☐ Liquid Waste Management Plan Stage 1/2 Report  ☐ Transit Future Plan-Central Okanagan Region-DRAFT 

☐ McCoubrey Plateau Area Structure Plan ☐ Transportation for Tomorrow 

☐ Mobility Master Plan ☐ Water Master Plan 

 
OPTIONS 
 
A.  THAT the Mayor and CAO be authorized to sign the EMCR Contribution Agreement; 

 AND THAT the 2024 Financial Plan be amended to include the grant amount of $40,000; 
 AND THAT staff be authorized administer the EMCR grant on behalf of the District of Lake Country. 

 

B.  THAT staff be directed to provide Council with a subsequent report with additional information.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Darren Lee, Fire Chief 
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Report Approval Details 

Document Title: EMCR Contribution Agreement.docx 

Attachments: - Attachment A - EMCR Letter to CAO.pdf 

Final Approval Date: Mar 14, 2024 

 

This report and all of its attachments were approved and signed as outlined below: 

Reyna Seabrook, Director of Corporate Services - Mar 14, 2024 - 1:07 PM 

Paul Gipps, Chief Administrative Officer - Mar 14, 2024 - 1:42 PM 
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January 12, 2024 
 
District of Lake Country 
10150 Bottom Wood Lake Rd 
Lake Country, BC 
V4V 2M1 
 
 
Dear Chief Administrative Officer: 
 
Re: Emergency and Disaster Management Act Implementation - Indigenous Engagement 
Requirements Funding Program  
 
On behalf of the Province of British Columbia, I am pleased to provide this letter of offer and Contribution 
Agreement to support implementation of the Emergency and Disaster Management Act (EDMA) through 
the Indigenous Engagement Requirements Funding Program. 
 
Guided by the United Nations Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and B.C.’s Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act, the EDMA includes engagement provisions that promote 
relationship building and collaboration across jurisdictions. Engagement requirements of municipalities 
and regional districts include consultation and cooperation with Indigenous governing bodies, the 
incorporation of available Indigenous knowledge into emergency plans and risk assessments, and 
consideration of cultural safety across emergency management practices. 
 
The Indigenous Engagement Requirements Funding Program is intended to: 

• support relationship-building across jurisdictions through consultation and cooperation with 
Indigenous governing bodies; 

• ensure the incorporation of Indigenous knowledge and cultural safety across emergency 
management practices; 

• support policy improvements that reflect the lived experience of Indigenous Peoples; and 
• address the disproportionate impacts on Indigenous Peoples during emergency events. 

 
The Province is providing funding to First Nations, municipalities, and regional districts in response to 
feedback about capacity requirements to implement the EDMA. This funding is intended to support 
municipalities and regional districts in meeting their Indigenous engagement requirements, and to 
support Indigenous governing bodies in participating in such engagement.  
 
This letter of offer is accompanied by a Contribution Agreement which sets out the terms and conditions 
of the funding, including eligible activities and reporting. The term of the Contribution Agreement begins 
on the Effective Date and extends to March 31, 2025. Please sign and return the Contribution Agreement 

Attachment A-EMCR Contribution Agreement
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to EMCR.Procurement@gov.bc.ca on or before March 31, 2024 to receive funding.  
 
Further information about the Indigenous Engagement Requirements Funding Program is provided on 
our website located here and includes the Indigenous Engagement Requirements Funding Program 
Guide, fact sheet, and Interim Guidance. The website also contains contact information should you have 
further questions about the Indigenous Engagement Requirements Funding Program.   
 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
Monica Cox 
Assistant Deputy Minister  
Partnerships, Engagement and Legislation  
Ministry of Emergency Management and Climate Readiness  
 
 

Attachment A-EMCR Contribution Agreement

mailto:EMCR.Procurement@gov.bc.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-management/local-emergency-programs/financial/ierfp
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Minutes 

Public Art Advisory Commission MeeƟng 

 
March 4, 2024, 5:00 p.m. 

Winfield Room, Municipal Hall 
10150 BoƩom Wood Lake Road 

Lake Country, BriƟsh Columbia V4V 2M1 

 
Council Present: Mayor Blair Ireland 
 Councillor Michael Lewis 
  
Staff Present: Makayla AbliƩ, LegislaƟve Technical Clerk 
 Ryan Donn, Cultural Development Coordinator 
 Steve Petryshyn, Parks and Landscape Planner 
  
CommiƩee Members 
Present: 

Sharon McCoubrey, Chair 
 Asahna Hughes 
 Janice Larson 
 Petrina McNeill 
 Pippa Dean-Veerman 
 Wanda Lock 
 Emma Simpson, Guest 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Call to Order 

We acknowledge that we are conduc ng our business today on the unceded territory of 
squilx”/syilx (Okanagan) peoples. As a Council, we recognize the importance of doing our best to 
build respec ul rela onships that contribute to stewarding the land and waters in the 
community with integrity and considera on for future genera ons. 

The Chair called the meeƟng to order at 5:01 p.m. 

2. AdopƟon of Agenda  

It was moved and seconded 

THAT the Public Art Advisory Commission MeeƟng Agenda of March 4, 2024 be adopted. 

Carried. 
 



 

 2 

3. AdopƟon of Minutes 

It was moved and seconded 

THAT the Public Art Advisory Commission MeeƟng Minutes of December 4, 2023 be adopted. 

Carried. 
 

4. Chair SelecƟon 

The Chair asked the Commission if anyone wished to put their name forward for the 2024 Chair 
posiƟon.  The Commission discussed Ms. McCoubrey returning as Chair for 2024 while 
mentoring Ms. Larson in preparaƟon for the Chair posiƟon in January 2025.  

It was moved and seconded 

THAT Sharon McCoubrey be elected as Chair of the Public Art Advisory Commission for 2024; 
AND THAT Sharon McCoubrey mentor Janice Larson in 2024 with the intenƟon that Janice Larson 
assume the PAAC Chair posiƟon in January 2025. 

Carried. 
 

5. Davidson Road Mural Update 

The Chair reported she has received calls of interest regarding the mural and has provided 
clarificaƟon as to what the Commission is looking for in an applicaƟon.  No applicaƟons have 
been received yet.   

Recent Social Media conversaƟons were considered, and discussion regarding who may apply 
occurred to the Call-Out took place.  Anyone may apply and the Commission will determine the 
successful applicant. 

6. Oyama Isthmus Update 

The Commission discussed the artwork for the side of the Oyama Isthmus building.  In 
consultaƟon with the Chair the local donor decided upon the artwork done by Daniel Dearborn.  

The original art piece was given to the District by Mr. Dearborn in exchange for the honorarium 
of $1,000.00. 

The Commission discussed who should receive the painƟng, and determined the donor will be 
offered the painƟng first.  If the donor does not accept, the Commission will then consider how 
it will be accepted. 

Steve Petryshyn, Parks and Landscape Planner confirmed the artwork is intended to be on the 
building in April.   

The Commission discussed the use of a Contract which would confirm when the artwork may be 
replaced. 

7. Birdhouse Sculptures 
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The Commission discussed the one more sculpture that is required and individuals on the 
Commission will reach out to arƟsts that may be interested. 

8. Traffic Circle “Energy” Sculpture Update 

The Sub commiƩee discussed their interest in engaging an individual who could add value to the 
process.  ConsideraƟon for engaging Asahna Hughes as a Fine Arts PracƟcum Student was 
discussed. 

The sub commiƩee would like to engage public arƟsts, community members, and energy experts 
for preparaƟon of the Call-Out document.  The community meeƟng would likely take place at HS 
Grenda Middle School.     

The Commission discussed potenƟal sponsors for the project. 

9. PracƟcum Request 

The Commission discussed the PracƟcum Arrangement document previously circulated 

It was moved and seconded 

THAT a PracƟcum with the Public Art Advisory Commission would be completed by UBCO 
student, Asana Hughes; 
AND THAT Sharon McCoubrey be his supervisor for the pracƟcum arrangement. 

Carried. 
 

10. Policy for PAAC Permanent Art CollecƟon 

Ms. McCoubrey noted potenƟal sub-topics for the Policy. 

The Commission discussed the storage of public art, and potenƟal display sites in Lake Country. 

The Policy will be refined and brought back for referral. 

11. PresentaƟon by Lake Country Art Gallery regarding Permanent Art CollecƟon 

Ms. McCoubrey briefly noted a statement from the Art Gallery regarding the Permanent Art 
CollecƟon. 

This item was deferred to the next meeƟng. 

12. Public Art Maintenance Plan for 2024 

The Commission discussed five pieces to be assessed. 

1. Portrait SilhoueƩes in Creekside Park 

2. Logo Mosaic at Swalwell Park 

3. Lake Country Living Map  

4. Town Wall Structures  

5. Street Banners 
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Commission members will look at the pieces noted and brainstorm potenƟal art replacements. 

13. PAAC Members 

The Chair announced Renee Leboe is no longer a member of the Commission due to housing 
and job relocaƟon. 

The Commission discussed acƟvely looking to recruit individuals to the Commission to 
encourage diversity. 

14. Other 

The Commission heard updates from Mayor Ireland and Councillor Lewis. 

Councillor Lewis wondered if the retaining wall below the boys and girls club could be painted 
for a mural.  

15. Next MeeƟng 

June 3, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. 

16. Adjournment 

The Chair adjourned the meeƟng at 6:54 p.m. 

 
 

   

Sharon McCoubrey, Chair  Tara Simpson, Recording Secretary 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION 
BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

 

The Central Okanagan Board of Education acknowledged that this meeting was held on 
the unceded, Traditional Territory of the Okanagan People. 

 

Date: Wednesday, February 28, 2024  
   
 
Central Okanagan Public Schools – "Inside 23" 
 

Celebrating Inclusive Education Month through Learning! 
In attendance: 

   Michelle Kaupp, District Principal – Inclusive Education 
   Cori Christensen, Inclusive Education Consultant 
   Sebastien Gould, Grade 6 Student at Constable Neil Bruce Middle School  

Lisa Gould, Parent 
 Inclusive Education staff assisted in organizing the February 16, 2024 CUPE (Canadian Union of Public 

Employees) Professional Development Day with keynote speaker, Myles Himmelreich.  In his presentation, 
Myles spoke on *FASD Myth Busting 101 and *FASD Whole Body Research.  CUPE and COTA (Central 
Okanagan Teachers' Association) staff gained valuable knowledge about FASD, the strengths and 
challenges associated with exposure to alcohol in the womb, and a better understanding of FASD-Informed 
Teaching. 
*Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 

 
Introduction 
 
 Samantha Bauer, Human Resources Advisor 
 The Board of Education welcomed Samantha Bauer, Human Resources Advisor, to Central Okanagan 

Public Schools. 
 
Declaration 
 At the February 14, 2024 Public Board meeting, the Board of Education declared today, Wednesday, 

February 28th, as Bullying Awareness (Pink Shirt Day). 
 
Action Items 

 
1. Annual Review of Committee's Mandate, Purpose and Function – Policy 155 - Planning and Facilities 

Committee 
The Board of Education affirmed Policy 155 – Planning and Facilities Committee. 

 
2. Three Year Annual Facility Grant (AFG) Plan 2024/2025 – 2026/2027 

The Board of Education approved the Annual Facility Grant (AFG) Plan for 2024/2025 through 2026/2027. 
 

3. Deletion of Policy 505 – Learning Assistance, Regulations 505R – Learning Assistance, Appendix 
505A – Learning Assistance (Appendix A) and Appendix 505A – Learning Assistance (Appendix B) 
The Board of Education approved the removal of Policy 505 – Learning Assistance, Regulations 505R – 
Learning Assistance, Appendix 505A – Learning Assistance (Appendix A) and Appendix 505A – Learning 
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Assistance (Appendix B) from the Policy Manual, with the understanding that this documentation will be 
residing in the Human Resources posting process which is guided by the Ministry of Education and Child 
Care's "Special Education Services: A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines". 
 

4. Amendments to Policy 161 – Accumulated Operating Surplus 
The Board of Education approved the amendments to Policy 161 – Accumulated Operating Surplus. 
 

5. Amendments to Policy 620 – Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
The Board of Education approved the amendments to Policy 620 – Integrated Pest Management (IPM). 
 

6. Amendments to Policy 405 – Student Placement and Regulations 405R – Student Placement 
The Board of Education approved the amendments to Policy 405 – Student Placement and Regulations 
405R – Student Placement. 
 

Information Items 
The Board of Education reviewed the following: 
1. Level 4 and 5 Field Study Summary – 2023/2024  
2. General Statement – February 14, 2024 

 
Items of Special Mention 
Trustees and the Assistant Superintendents spoke of the following. 
1. Attendance/participation in various meetings and events throughout the District, including the annual Board 

Meeting with Central Okanagan Parent Advisory Council, the Webber Road School Community Student 
Learning Plan Conversation and KSS Night Owl Theatre presentation of Shakespeare in Love. 

2.  Today is Pink Shirt/Bullying Awareness Day.  Pink Shirt Day is an annual event against bullying. Pink Shirt 
Day was started in 2007 in Canada. The annual Boys and Girls Club Okanagan Pink Shirt Day Breakfast 
was held this morning at the Laurel Packinghouse.  Trustees, senior staff, and students heard from 
renowned international speaker Trisha Miltimore who shared insights on building positive relationships, 
living with less stress and more enjoyment using the tools of kindness, community and gratitude. 

3. On Friday, February 16th, the Central Okanagan Teachers' Association and CUPE Local 3523 held their 
professional development days. Over 500 CUPE employees participated in 33 sessions facilitated by our 
District’s managers and consultants. The Central Okanagan Teachers' Association (COTA), partnering with 
the North Okanagan-Shuswap, Oliver, Okanagan Skaha, and Vernon School Districts, hosted a ZONAL 
conference at Rutland Senior Secondary School with a record-breaking 949 educators in attendance!  Also, 
Central Okanagan Principals' and Vice Principals' Association (COPVPA) and Senior Admin co-hosted a 
2nd Annual Learning Symposium – a day of professional learning focused on leading our school and 
student learning priorities. Over 100 Principals, Vice-Principals, and senior staff came together to explore 
emerging research in leadership practices, and collaborative teamwork in leading learning.  

4. This past weekend, École Glenrosa Middle School and Constable Neil Bruce Middle School welcomed 
staff and 103 grade nine students from Haruhigaoka Junior High School. The friendship between Central 
Okanagan Public Schools and Haruhigaoka is the longest international school partnership in our District's 
history, spanning over thirty years. Trustees attended welcome assemblies at École Glenrosa Middle 
School and Constable Neil Bruce Middle School, and a welcome luncheon was held on Friday, February 
23rd with administration from Haruhigaoka Junior High School, Trustees and Senior Staff. 

5. Proud for Prom is holding their annual Boutique Day for grade 12 graduates on Saturday, March 2nd at 
Quigley Elementary School. Proud for Prom is a 100% volunteer community-based organization whose 
mission is to empower graduating high school students to be proud of their achievements and celebrate 
their success through participation at graduation prom night. Proud for Prom ensures that every student 
has the opportunity to experience their high school prom, regardless of their financial situation.  

6. Former District Student Council Co-President, Mehak Parihar, who is now a first-year engineering student 
at UBCO, was the regional recipient of national BGC Canada Youth of the Year.  Mehak was awarded this 
honour for her exceptional leadership, dedication to service and remarkable achievements within her 
community. 
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7. The BC High School Curling Championships are being held this weekend at the Kelowna Curling Club.  
The KSS team will be looking for their first title on home ice.   

8. The second annual RCMP/Constable Neil Bruce Middle School charity basketball game will be held on 
February 29th at 4:00 pm at Constable Neil Bruce Middle School.  West Kelowna Indigenous Police Service 
unit and RCMP, as well as Westbank First Nation council and community members, will be playing against 
Constable Neil Bruce Middle grade 8 basketball players.  

 The Central Okanagan Parent Advisory Council (COPAC) is excited to announce that they have arranged 
for two engaging live virtual events with The White Hatter, focusing on crucial topics related to our digital 
era.  

   Event 1: Internet Safety and Digital Literacy for Parents and Caregivers 
 Date: Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
 Start Time: 6:30 PM 
Event 2: Youth Online Aggression, Cyberbullying, Threats, and Violence 
 Date: Tuesday, April 23, 2024 
 Start Time: 6:30 PM 

 
Next Public Board Meeting 
 Wednesday, March 13, 2024 
  6:00 pm 
 Wednesday, April 10, 2024 
  6:00 pm 
 All Public Board Meetings take place in the Main Board Room at 1040 Hollywood Road South unless 

otherwise noted. 
 
Board Standing Committee Meetings 

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
  4:00 pm General Affairs Committee Cancelled 
  6:00 pm Planning and Facilities Committee Cancelled 

 Wednesday, April 3, 2024 
  4:00 pm Finance and Audit Committee 
  6:00 pm Planning and Facilities Committee 
 All Public Board Standing Committee Meetings take place in the Main Board Room at 1040 Hollywood Road 

South unless otherwise noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
For comments, please contact:  
Lee-Ann Tiede, Chair of the Board of Education, 250-258-3556  
Jon Rever, Assistant Superintendent, 250-470-3256 
Delta Carmichael, Secretary-Treasurer, 250-860-8888 



 

 

 

 

 
 

COUNCIL’S VALUES, VISION, AND MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 
VALUES 

1. INTEGRITY:  We practice honesty by showing a consistent adherence to our shared vision and mission 
statement and through the truthfulness and accuracy of our actions.  

2. ACCOUNTABILITY:  We answer to our citizens with the expectation that we acknowledge and assume 
responsibility for our actions, decisions, and policies at all times.   

3. EMPATHY:  We make a sincere effort to understand our citizens’ perspective and assist them with all our 
abilities within the boundaries given to us by the law, local regulations and approved policies. 

 

VISION 

Lake Country, Living the Okanagan Way. Embracing our Histories and Nurturing our Future 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To nurture a healthy natural environment, strong rural character and urban core, sustainable infrastructure, 
economic opportunities, an inclusive community with involved citizens, through respectful, transparent 
government, focused on balanced strategic decision-making. 

 

THE 5 PILLARS OF OUR VISION AND MISSION STATEMENT 

ENVIRONMENT: Maintaining a healthy and natural environment through responsible use, protection, and 
sustainable practices. 

 
INFRASTRUCTURE: Well maintained infrastructure and facilities that meet community needs and allow growth 

and development for prosperity. 
 

ECONOMY: Building a strong and vibrant community by attracting, supporting and retaining businesses 
and residents. 

 
SOCIAL: Building Social Capital and engaging citizens and partners to improve the well-being and 

diversity of the community. 
 
GOVERNANCE: Fiscally sustainable government focused on strategic decision-making, transparency and 

inclusiveness.  
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